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N   All races that have 
started are abandoned.  
Return to the starting area. 
The attention signal will  
be made 1 minute after  
removal unless at that time 
the race is abandoned 
again or postponed.           

RACE SIGNALS  
The meanings of visual and sound signals are stated below. An arrow pointing up or down  
( ) means that a visual signal is displayed or removed. A dot ( ) means a sound; five short 
dashes (– – – – –) mean repetitive sounds; a long dash (—) means a long sound. When a visual 
signal is displayed over a class flag, fleet flag, event flag or race area flag, the signal applies only 
to that class, fleet, event or race area.  

Postponement Signals 

 
  
 
 
    
    
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abandonment Signals  Safety 
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AP   Races not started are 
postponed. The attention 
signal will be made 1 
minute after removal 
unless at that time the race 
is postponed again or 
abandoned. 

a laskemisesta, ellei 
purjehdusta silloin lykätä 
uudelleen tai mitätöidä. 

AP over A   Races not 
started are postponed.  
No more racing today. 

N over H    
All races are  
abandoned.  
Further signals 
ashore. 

AP over H   Races not 
started are postponed.  
Further signals ashore. 

Postponement of 
1-9 hours from 
the scheduled 
starting time. 

N over A   All races 
are abandoned. No 
more racing today.  

Pennant 2 Pennant 1 Pennant 4 Pennant 3 

Pennant 5 Pennant 6 Pennant 7 Pennant 8 Pennant 9 

AP over a numeral pennant 1–9 

V   Monitor 
communication 
channel for safety 
instructions  
(see rule 37).  



 
 
Preparatory Signals  

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  

Recall Signals    Shortened Course 
 
 
 
    
      
 
 
 
  

Changing the Next Leg 

  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Other Signals  
     

                      

 

 
          

 

 
 

P   Preparatory 
signal. 

First Substitute   General recall. 
The attention signal will be made 
1 minute after removal.  

L   Ashore: A notice 
to competitors has 
been posted. 
Afloat: Come within 
hail or follow this 
vessel. 

S   The course has 
been shortened. Rule 
32.2 is in effect.  

M   The object 
displaying this 
signal replaces 
a missing mark. 
merkin.  

C   The position 
of the next mark 
has been changed: 

Black flag. 
Rule 30.4 is  
in effect. 

X   Individual recall. 

I   Rule 30.1  
is in effect. 
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ONLINE RULES DOCUMENTS  
World Sailing has established a single internet address at which readers will 

find links to all the documents available on the World Sailing website that are 

mentioned in this book. Those documents are listed below. Links to other rules 

documents will also be provided at that address. 

The address is:  sailing.org/racingrules/documents 

Document Mentioned in 
Guidelines for discretionary penalties Introduction 

Changes made to these rules after 1 January 2021 Introduction 

World Sailing Regulations Introduction 

The Case Book Introduction 

The Call Books for various disciplines Introduction 

World Sailing Regulations with the status of a rule Definition Rule (b) 

Hearing Request and Hearing Decision Forms Part 5 Preamble 
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 INTRODUCTION 
The Racing Rules of Sailing includes two main sections. The first, 

Parts 1–7, contains rules that affect all competitors. The second, the 

appendices, provides details of rules, rules that apply to particular 

kinds of racing, and rules that affect only a small number of 

competitors or officials. 

Terminology   A term used in the sense stated in the Definitions is 

printed in italics or, in preambles, in bold italics (for example, racing 

and racing). 

Each of the terms in the table below is used in The Racing Rules of 
Sailing with the meaning given. 

Term Meaning 
Boat A sailboat and the crew on board. 

Competitor A person who races or intends to race in the 

event or the skipper, team or boat as appropriate. 

National 

authority 

A World Sailing member national authority. 

Race 

committee 

The race committee appointed under rule 89.2(c) 

and any other person or committee performing a 

race committee function. 

Racing rule A rule in The Racing Rules of Sailing High 
Speed Edition. 

Technical 

committee 

The technical committee appointed under rule 

89.2(c) and any other person or committee 

performing a technical committee function.  

Vessel Any boat or ship. 

Other words and terms are used in the sense ordinarily understood in 

nautical or general use.  

Hails   A language other than English may be used for a hail required 

by the rules provided that it is reasonable for it to be understood by all 

boats affected. However, a hail in English is always acceptable.  

Notation   The notation ‘[DP]’ in a rule means that the penalty for a 

breach of the rule may, at the discretion of the protest committee, be 
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less than disqualification. Guidelines for discretionary penalties are 

available on the World Sailing website. 

Revision   The racing rules are revised and published every four years 

by World Sailing, the international authority for the sport. This edition 

becomes effective on 1 January 2021 except that for an event 

beginning in 2020 the date may be postponed by the notice of race or 

sailing instructions. Marginal markings indicate important changes to 

Parts 1–7 and the Definitions in the 2017–2020 edition. No changes 

are contemplated before 2025, but any changes determined to be 

urgent before then will be announced through national authorities and 

posted on the World Sailing website. 

Appendices   When the rules of an appendix apply, they take 

precedence over any conflicting rules in Parts 1–7 and the Definitions. 

Each appendix is identified by a letter. A reference to a rule in an 

appendix will contain the letter and the rule number (for example, ‘rule 

A1’). The letters I, O and Q are not used to designate appendices in 

this book. 

World Sailing Regulations   The Regulations are referred to in the 

definition Rule and in rule 6, but they are not included in this book 

because they can be changed at any time. The most recent versions of 

the Regulations are published on the World Sailing website; new 

versions will be announced through national authorities.  

Interpretations   World Sailing publishes the following authoritative 

interpretations of the racing rules:  

• The Case Book – Interpretations of the Racing Rules, 

• The Call Books, for various disciplines, 

• Interpretations of Rule 42, Propulsion, and 

• Interpretations of the Regulations, for those Regulations that 

are rules.  

These publications are available on the World Sailing website. Other 

interpretations of the racing rules are not authoritative unless approved 

by World Sailing in accordance with Regulation 28.4.  
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DEFINITIONS 
A term used as stated below is shown in italic type or, in preambles, in bold 
italic type. The meaning of several other terms is given in Terminology in the 
Introduction. 

Abandon   A race that a race committee or protest committee abandons is void 

but may be resailed. 

Boundary   The lines described in the sailing instructions as a ‘boundary’. 

Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap   One boat is clear astern of another 

when her hulls are behind a line abeam from the aftermost point of the other 

boat’s hulls. However, a boat with either bow between the other boat’s hulls is 

clear astern. The other boat is clear ahead. They overlap when neither is clear 
astern. However, they also overlap when a boat between them overlaps both. 

Conflict of Interest   A person has a conflict of interest if he 

(a) may gain or lose as a result of a decision to which he contributes, 

(b) may reasonably appear to have a personal or financial interest which 

could affect his ability to be impartial, or  

(c) has a close personal interest in a decision.  

Fetching   A boat is fetching a mark when she is in a position to pass to 

windward of it and leave it on the required side without changing tack. 

Finish   A boat finishes when, after starting, any part of her hulls cross the 

finishing line from the course side after completing any penalties. However, 

she has not finished if after crossing the finishing line she 

(a) receives a penalty from an umpire, 

(b) takes a penalty under rule 44, 

(c) corrects an error in sailing the course made at the line, or  

(d) continues to sail the course. 

In a Match Race, when penalties are cancelled by an umpire after one or both 

have finished each shall be recorded as finished when she crossed the line. 
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Keep Clear   A boat keeps clear of a right-of-way boat 

(a) if the right-of-way boat can sail her course with no need to take avoiding 

action and,  

(b) if the right-of-way boat can also change course in both directions without 

immediately making contact. 

Leeward and Windward   A boat’s leeward side is the side that is or, when she 

is head to wind, was away from the wind. However, when sailing by the lee or 

directly downwind, her leeward side is the side on which her mainsail lies. The 

other side is her windward side. When two boats on the same tack overlap, the 

one on the leeward side of the other is the leeward boat. The other is the 

windward boat. 

Mark   An object the sailing instructions require a boat to leave on a specified 

side, a race committee vessel surrounded by navigable water from which the 

starting or finishing line extends, and an object intentionally attached to the 

object or vessel. However, an anchor line is not part of the mark.  

Mark-Room  Room for a boat to sail no farther from the mark than needed to 

sail her proper-course to round or pass the mark, and room to pass a finishing 

mark after finishing. 

OCS   A boat is OCS when at her starting signal any part of her hulls are on 

the course side of the starting line. 

Obstruction   An object that a boat could not pass without changing course 

substantially, if she were sailing directly towards it and one of her hull lengths 

from it. An object that can be safely passed on only one side, boundaries and 

an object, area or line so designated by the sailing instructions are also 

obstructions. However, a boat racing is not an obstruction to other boats unless 

they are required to  

(a) keep clear of her and they are not approaching the starting line to start 
when the fisrt leg is a reaching leg, or 

(b) if rule 22 applies, avoid her. 

Overlap   See Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap. 

Party   A party to a hearing is 

(a) for a protest hearing: a protestor, a protestee; 

(b) for a redress hearing: a boat requesting redress or for which redress is 

requested; a boat for which a hearing is called to consider redress under 
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rule 60.3(b); a race committee acting under rule 60.2(b); a technical 

committee acting under rule 60.4(b);  

(c) for a redress hearing under rule 62.1(a): the body alleged to have made 

an improper action or omission;  

(d) a person against whom an allegation of a breach of rule 69.1(a) is made; 

a person presenting an allegation under rule 69.2(e)(1);  

(e) a support person subject to a hearing under rule 60.3(d) or 69; any boat 

that person supports; a person appointed to present an allegation under 

rule 60.3(d).  

However, the protest committee is never a party. 

Postpone   A postponed race is delayed before its scheduled start but may be 

started or abandoned later. 

Proper Course   A course a boat would choose in order to sail the course and 

finish as soon as possible in the absence of the other boats referred to in the 

rule using the term. A boat has no proper course before her starting signal. 

Protest   An allegation made under rule 61.2 by a boat, a race committee, a 

technical committee or a protest committee that a boat has broken a rule.  

Racing   A boat is racing from her preparatory signal until she finishes and 

clears the finishing line and marks or retires, or until the race committee signals 

a general recall, postponement or abandonment. 

Room   The space a boat needs in the existing conditions, including space to 

comply with her obligations under the rules of Part 2, rule 28.3, and rule 31, 

while manoeuvring promptly in a seamanlike way. 

Rule 

(a) The rules in this book, including the Definitions, Race Signals, 

Introduction, preambles and the rules of relevant appendices, but not 

titles; 

(b) World Sailing Regulations that have been designated by World Sailing 

as having the status of a rule and are published on the World Sailing 

website;  

(c) the prescriptions of the national authority, unless they are changed by the 

notice of race or sailing instructions in compliance with the national 

authority’s prescription, if any, to rule 88.2;  

(d) the class rules (for a boat racing under a handicap or rating system, the 

rules of that system are ‘class rules’); 

(e) the notice of race; 
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(f) the sailing instructions; and 

(g) any other documents that govern the event. 

Sail the Course   A boat sails the course provided that a string representing 

her track from the time she begins to approach the starting line from its pre-

start side to start until she finishes, when drawn taut, 

(a) passes each mark of the course for the race on the required side and in 

the correct order,  

(b) touches each mark designated in the sailing instructions to be a rounding 

mark, and  

(c) passes between the marks of a gate from the direction of the course from 

the previous mark.  

 

Start   A boat starts when 

(a) her hulls having been entirely on the pre-start side of the starting line at 

or after her starting signal, any part of her hulls cross the starting line 

from the pre-start side to the course side; or 

(b) having crossed the starting line in the direstion of the first mark and been 

identified as OCS, she completes a penalty for OCS.  

Support Person   Any person who 

(a) provides, or may provide, physical or advisory support to a competitor, 

including any coach, trainer, manager, team staff, medic, paramedic or 

any other person working with, treating or assisting a competitor in or 

preparing for the competition, or 

(b) is the parent or guardian of a competitor.  

Tack, Starboard or Port   A boat is on the tack, starboard or port, 
corresponding to her windward side. 

Windward   See Leeward and Windward. 

Zone   The area around marks, obstructions or the boundary within a distance 

of three hull lengths. A boat is in the zone when any part of her hulls are in the 

zone. The notice of race or sailing instructions may change the distance of the 

zone. 
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 BASIC PRINCIPLES 
SPORTSMANSHIP AND THE RULES 
Competitors in the sport of sailing are governed by a body of rules that 

they are expected to follow and enforce. A fundamental principle of 

sportsmanship is that when a boat breaks a rule and is not exonerated 

she will promptly take an appropriate penalty or action, which may be 

to retire.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Participants are encouraged to minimize any adverse environmental 

impact of the sport of sailing. 

 

 

 

PART 1  
 FUNDAMENTAL RULES 
1 SAFETY 
1.1 Helping Those in Danger 

A boat, competitor or support person shall give all possible help to any 

person or vessel in danger. 

1.2 Life-Saving Equipment and Personal Flotation Devices 
A boat shall carry adequate life-saving equipment for all persons on 

board, including one item ready for immediate use, unless her class 

rules make some other provision. Each competitor is individually 

responsible for wearing a personal flotation device adequate for the 

conditions. 

 

2 FAIR SAILING 
A boat and her owner shall compete in compliance with recognized 

principles of sportsmanship and fair play. A boat may be penalized 

under this rule only if it is clearly established that these principles have 

been violated. The penalty shall be a disqualification that is not 

excludable. When races are umpired a boat need not take a penalty 

unless signalled to do so by an umpire. 
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3 DECISION TO RACE 
The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to 

continue racing is hers alone. 
 

4 ACCEPTANCE OF THE RULES 

4.1 (a) By participating or intending to participate in an event conducted 

under the rules, each competitor and boat owner agrees to accept 

the rules. 

(b) A support person by providing support, or a parent or guardian 

by permitting their child to enter an event, agrees to accept the 

rules. 

4.2 Each competitor and boat owner agrees, on behalf of their support 
persons, that such support persons are bound by the rules. 

4.3 Acceptance of the rules includes agreement 
(a) to be governed by the rules; 

(b) to accept the penalties imposed and other action taken under the 

rules, subject to the appeal and review procedures provided in 

them, as the final determination of any matter arising under the 

rules; 

(c) with respect to any such determination, not to resort to any court 

of law or tribunal not provided for in the rules; and 

(d) by each competitor and boat owner to ensure that their support 
persons are aware of the rules. 

4.4 The person in charge of each boat shall ensure that all competitors in 

the crew and the boat’s owner are aware of their responsibilities under 

this rule. 

4.5 This rule may be changed by a prescription of the national authority 

of the venue.  

 

5 RULES GOVERNING ORGANIZING AUTHORITIES  
AND OFFICIALS 
The organizing authority, race committee, technical committee, 

protest committee and other race officials shall be governed by the 

rules in the conduct and judging of the event. 
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6 WORLD SAILING REGULATIONS 

6.1 Each competitor, boat owner and support person shall comply with 

the World Sailing Regulations that have been designated by World 

Sailing as having the status of a rule. These regulations as of 30 June 

2020 are the World Sailing:  

● Advertising Code 

● Anti-Doping Code 

● Betting and Anti-Corruption Code 

● Disciplinary Code 

● Eligibility Code 

● Sailor Categorization Code  

6.2 Rule 63.1 does not apply unless protests are permitted in the 

Regulation alleged to have been broken. 

 

7 LAST POINT OF CERTAINTY 
The umpires will assume that the state of the boat, or her relationship 

to another boat, has not changed, until they are certain that it has 

changed. 
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PART 2 
WHEN BOATS MEET 
The rules of Part 2 apply between boats that are sailing in or near the 
racing area and intend to race, are racing, or have been racing. 
However, a boat not racing shall not be penalized for breaking one of 
these rules, except rule 14 when the incident resulted in injury or 
serious damage, or rule 23.1.  

When a boat sailing under these rules meets a vessel that is not, she 
shall comply with the International Regulations for Preventing 

Collisions at Sea (IRPCAS) or government right-of-way rules. If the 
notice of race so states, the rules of Part 2 are replaced by the right-
of-way rules of the IRPCAS or by government right-of-way rules. 

 

SECTION A 
RIGHT OF WAY 
A boat has right of way over another boat when the other boat is 
required to keep clear of her. However, some rules in Sections B, C 
and D limit the actions of a right-of-way boat. 

 

10 ON OPPOSITE TACKS 
When boats are on opposite tacks, a port-tack boat shall keep clear of 

a starboard-tack boat. 

 

11 ON THE SAME TACK, OVERLAPPED 
When boats are on the same tack and overlapped, a windward boat 

shall keep clear of a leeward boat. 

 

12 ON THE SAME TACK, NOT OVERLAPPED 

When boats are on the same tack and not overlapped, a boat clear 
astern shall keep clear of a boat clear ahead. 

 

13 DELETED 
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SECTION B 
GENERAL LIMITATIONS 

 

14 AVOIDING CONTACT 

If reasonably possible a boat shall  

(a) avoid contact with another boat, 

(b) not cause contact between boats, and 

(c) not cause contact between a boat and an object that should be 

avoided.  

However, a right-of-way boat, or one sailing within the room or mark-
room to which she is entitled, need not act to avoid contact until it is 

clear that the other boat is not keeping clear or giving room or mark-
room.  

 

15 ACQUIRING RIGHT OF WAY 
When a boat acquires right of way, she shall initially give the other 

boat room to keep clear, unless she acquires right of way because of 

the other boat’s actions. 

 

16 CHANGING COURSE 
16.1 When a right-of-way boat changes course, she shall give the other boat 

room to keep clear. 
16.2 Deleted 

 

17 DELETED 
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SECTION C 
AT MARKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS 
Section C rules do not apply at a starting mark surrounded by 
navigable water or at its anchor line from the time boats are 
approaching them to start until they have passed them. 

 

18 MARK-ROOM 
18.1 When Rule 18 Applies 

(a) Rule 18 applies between boats when they are required to leave a 

mark on the same side and at least one of them is in the zone.  

(b) Rule 18 does not apply between boats: 

(1) when one boat is approaching a mark and one is leaving 

it; 

(2) when the boat entitled to mark-room obtained an inside 

overlap and, from the time the overlap began, the outside 

boat is unable to give mark-room; 
(3) when the boat entitled to mark-room leaves the zone; or 
(4) when the boat entitled to mark-room is on the next leg and 

the mark is astern of her. 

18.2 Giving Mark-Room 
(a) When rule 18 first applies, 

(1) if boats are overlapped, the outside boat at that moment 

shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. 

(2) if boats are not overlapped, the boat that has not reached 

the zone shall thereafter give mark-room. 
(b) If rule 18 no longer applies due to a boat entitled to mark-room 

leaving the zone but is required to be applied again, the 

relationship of the boats is considered at the time rule 18 is re-

applied. 

18.3 Changing Tack 

(a) If mark-room for a boat includes a change of tack, such tack or 

gybe shall be done no faster than a tack or gybe to sail her 

proper-course. 
(b) When an inside overlapped right-of-way boat must change tack 

at a mark to sail her proper course, until she changes tack she 

shall sail no farther from the mark than needed to sail that course 
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if this affects the course of another boat before the right-of-way 

boat changes tack. Rule 18.3(b) does not apply at a gate mark or 

a finishing mark. 

 

19 ROOM TO PASS AN OBSTRUCTION 
19.1 When Rule 19 Applies 

Rule 19 applies between boats when at least one of them is in the zone 

of an obstruction, except when it is also a mark the boats are required 

to leave on the same side. 

However, rule 19 does not apply when rule 20 applies. 

19.2 Giving Room at an Obstruction 
(a) The course of the right-of-way boat when rule 19 first applies 

determines the side of the obstruction for rule 19 to apply. 

(b) When boats are overlapped, the outside boat shall give the inside 

boat room between her and the obstruction, unless  

(1) she has been unable to do so from the time the overlap 

began, or 

(2) she is unable to do so because she is giving or taking mark-
room under rule 18.2(a), or 

(3) she is unable to do so because she is taking room under 

rule 20.2. 

However, room in rule 19.2 does not include room to tack unless it is 

the only option to pass the obstruction. 

20 ROOM TO PASS A BOUNDARY 
20.1 When Rule 20 Applies 

Rule 20 applies between boats that have started when at least one of 

them is in the zone of a boundary. 
20.2 GIVING ROOM AT A BOUNDARY 

(a) When rule 20 first applies, an outside overlapped or clear-astern 

boat at that moment shall thereafter give an inside or clear-
ahead boat room to sail her proper course, including room to 

tack or gybe, while the inside or clear-ahead boat is in the zone, 

unless the boat required to give room is unable to do so because 

she is giving or taking mark-room under rule 18.2(a). 

(b) When boats are passing a boundary on opposite sides, a boat 

sailing on a leg to a windward mark or windward gate shall be 

considered the inside boat. 
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SECTION D  
OTHER RULES 
When rule 22 applies between two boats, Section A rules do not. 

  

21 DELETED 
22 CAPSIZED, ANCHORED OR AGROUND; RESCUING 

If possible, a boat shall avoid a boat that is capsized or has not regained 

control after capsizing, is anchored or aground, or is trying to help a 

person or vessel in danger. A boat is capsized when her masthead is in 

the water. 

23 INTERFERING WITH ANOTHER BOAT 
23.1 If reasonably possible, a boat not racing shall not interfere with a boat 

that is racing or an umpire boat. 
23.2 If reasonably possible, a boat shall not interfere with a boat that is 

sailing on another leg. However, after the starting signal this rule does 

not apply when the boat is sailing her proper course. 

23.3 In a match race, when boats in different matches meet, any course 

sailed by either boat shall be consistent with complying with a rule or 

trying to win her own match. 

23.4 After she has started and except when sailing her proper course, a boat 

shall not interfere with a boat taking a penalty or a boat sailing towards 

the pre-start side of the starting line or one of its extensions. 
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PART 3 
CONDUCT OF A RACE 

25 NOTICE OF RACE, SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  
AND SIGNALS 

25.1 The notice of race shall be made available to each boat that enters an 

event before she enters. The sailing instructions shall be made 

available to each boat before a race begins.  

25.2 The meanings of the visual and sound signals stated in Race Signals 

shall not be changed except under rule 86.1(b). The meanings of any 

other signals that may be used shall be stated in the notice of race or 

sailing instructions.  

25.3 When the race committee is required to display a flag as a visual 

signal, it may use a flag or other object of a similar appearance.  

 

26 STARTING RACES 

26.1  Races shall be started by using the following signals. Times shall be 

taken from the sound signals. 

Minutes before 
starting signal 

Visual signal Sound 
signal 

Means 

4 4 or Class flag One Attention signal 

3 3 flag One Warning signal 

2 2 or P  One long Preparatory 

signal: match 

race entry* 

1 1 flag One One minute 

0 1 or Class flag 

removed 

One Starting signal 

*Boats failing to comply with rule 27.4 will be identified until the umpires have 
signalled a penalty. 

26.2 In a match race the boat assigned the windward entry shall display a 

blue flag on her port shroud while racing. The boat assigned the 

leeward entry shall display a yellow flag on her starboard shroud 

while racing. A boat that displays an incorrect identification flag or 

does not display the correct flag shall be warned orally and given the 

opportunity to correct the error before being penalized. 
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27 OTHER RACE COMMITTEE ACTIONS BEFORE  
THE STARTING SIGNAL 

27.1 No later than the warning signal, the race committee shall signal or 

otherwise designate the course to be sailed if the sailing instructions 

have not stated the course, and it may replace one course signal with 

another and signal that wearing personal flotation devices is required 

(display flag Y with one sound).  

27.2 No later than the preparatory signal, the race committee may move a 

starting mark. 

27.3 Before the starting signal, the race committee may for any reason 

postpone (display flag AP, AP over H, or AP over A, with two sounds) 

or abandon the race (display flag N over H, or N over A, with three 

sounds). 

27.4 Requirements Before the Start of a Match Race 
(a)  The windward entry boat shall: 

(1) at her preparatory signal, be to windward of the line and 

its extensions between the starting line flag pole on the 

race committee vessel and the first mark, and on the course 

side of the line between the starting line flag pole on the 

race committee vessel and the windward entry mark and 

within the one-minute period following her preparatory 

signal, cross and clear the line between the starting line 

flag pole on the race committee vessel and the windward 

entry mark, the first time from the course side to the pre-

start side. 

(b) The leeward entry boat shall: 

(1)  at her preparatory signal, be to leeward of the line and its 

extensions between the starting line flag pole on the race 

committee vessel and the first mark, and on the course side 

of the starting line and within the one-minute period 

following her preparatory signal, cross and clear the 

starting line, the first time from the course side to the pre-

start side. 
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28 SAILING THE RACE  
28.1 A boat shall start, sail the course and then finish. While doing so, she 

may leave on either side a mark that does not begin, bound or end the 

leg she is sailing. After finishing she need not cross the finishing line 

completely. 

28.2 A boat may correct any errors in sailing the course, provided she has 

not crossed the finishing line to finish. 

28.3 While racing a boat shall be within the boundary as described in the 

Sailing Instructions as the Course Boundary. 
 
29 RECALLS 
29.1 Individual Recall 

When a boat is OCS, the race committee shall promptly make one 

sound and,  

(a) in a fleet race, display flag X. The flag shall be displayed until 

all such boats have completed a penalty for OCS but no later 

than two minutes after the starting signal, or 

(b) in a match race, display a blue or yellow flag or both. The 

flag(s) shall be displayed until the umpires have signalled a 

penalty in accordance with rule 44.1(b) or until the boat(s) is 

on the pre-start side of the starting line. 

29.2 General Recall 
When at the starting signal the race committee is unable to identify 

boats that are on the course side of the starting line or to which rule 30 

applies, or there has been an error in the starting procedure, the race 

committee may signal a general recall (display the First Substitute with 

two sounds). The warning signal for a new start for the recalled class 

shall be made one minute after the First Substitute is removed (one 

sound), and the starts for any succeeding classes shall follow the new 

start. 

30 STARTING PENALTIES 

30.1 I Flag Rule 
If flag I has been displayed, and any part of a boat’s hull is on the 

course side of the starting line or one of its extensions during the last 

minute before her starting signal, she shall sail across an extension so 

that her hull is completely on the pre-start side before she starts.  

30.2 Deleted 

30.3 Deleted  
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30.4 Black Flag Rule 
If a black flag has been displayed at or before the Warning signal, no 

part of a boat’s hull, crew or equipment shall be in the triangle 

formed by the ends of the starting line and the first mark during the 

last minute before her starting signal. If a boat breaks this rule and is 

identified, she shall be disqualified without a hearing, even if the race 

is restarted or resailed, but not if it is postponed or abandoned before 

the starting signal. If a general recall is signalled or the race is 

abandoned after the starting signal, the race committee shall display 

her sail number before the next warning signal for that race, and if 

the race is restarted or resailed she shall not sail in it. If she does so, 

her disqualification shall not be excluded in calculating her series 

score. 
31 TOUCHING A MARK 

While racing, a boat shall not touch a race committee vessel that is 

also a mark. 
32 SHORTENING OR ABANDONING AFTER THE START 

32.1 After the starting signal, the race committee may shorten the course 

(display flag S with two sounds) or abandon the race (display flag N, 

N over H, or N over A, with three sounds), for any reason after 

consulting with the umpires when practical. 

However, after one boat has started, sailed the course and finished 

within the race time limit, if any, the race committee shall not abandon 

the race without considering the consequences for all boats in the race 

or series.  

32.2 If the race committee signals a shortened course (displays flag S with 

two sounds), the finishing line shall be between the marks of a gate or 

between a rounding mark and a staff displaying flag S. The shortened 

course shall be signaled before the first boat crosses the finishing line. 

33 CHANGING THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE  
While boats are racing, the race committee may change a leg of the 

course that begins at a rounding mark or at a gate by changing the 

position of the next mark (or the finishing line) and signalling all boats 

before they begin the leg by displaying flag C. The next mark need not 

be in position at that time. Subsequent legs may be changed without 

further signalling to maintain the course shape. 
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34 MARK MISSING 
34.1  If a mark is missing or out of position while boats are racing, the race 

committee shall, if possible,  

(a) replace it in its correct position or substitute a new one of similar 

appearance, or 

(b) substitute an object displaying flag M and make repetitive sound 

signals. 

34.2 In the event that the race committee are unable to set a gate, the 

existing single mark shall be rounded to starboard. 

35 RACE TIME LIMIT AND SCORES 
If one boat starts, sails the course and finishes within the time limit, 

all boats that finish shall be scored according to their finishing places 

unless the race is abandoned. 

However, 

(a) in a fleet race, a boat that does not finish within 10 minutes of 

the first boat shall be scored DNF, or 

(b) in a match race, a boat that does not finish within 5 minutes of 

the first boat shall be scored DNF. 

If no boat finishes within the race time limit, the race committee shall 

abandon the race. 

36 RACES RESTARTED OR RESAILED 
If a race is restarted or resailed, a breach of a rule in the original race, 

or in any previous restart or resail of that race, shall not  

(a) prohibit a boat from competing unless she has broken rule 30.4 

or been disqualified under rule 44.1; or 

(b) cause a boat to be penalized except under rule 2, 30.4 or 69 or 

under rule 14 when she has caused injury or serious damage.  

 

37 SEARCH AND RESCUE INSTRUCTIONS 
When the race committee displays flag V with one sound, all boats and 

official and support vessels shall, if possible, monitor the race 

committee communication channel for search and rescue instructions.  
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 PART 4 
 OTHER REQUIREMENTS  

WHEN RACING 
Part 4 rules apply only to boats racing unless the rule states otherwise.  

 

SECTION A 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  

 

40 PERSONAL EQUIPMENT – SEE CLASS RULES OR RULES 
FOR HANDLING BOATS 

41 OUTSIDE HELP 
A boat shall not receive help from any outside source, except 

(a) help for a crew member who is ill, injured or in danger or to 

recover them from the water and return on board, provided the 

return on board is at the approximate location of the recovery; 

(b) after a collision, help from the crew of the other vessel to get 

clear; 

(c) help in the form of information freely available to all boats; 

(d) unsolicited information from a disinterested source, which may 

be another boat in the same race; 

(e) communication via race committee approved communications 

equipment with the race committee and umpires and another 

boat in the same race. 

 

42 PROPULSION 
 A boat shall compete by using only the wind and water to increase, 

maintain or decrease her speed. Her crew may adjust the trim of 

sails, rudders, daggerboards and hulls, and perform other acts of 

seamanship. 
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43 EXONERATION  
43.1 (a) When as a consequence of breaking a rule a boat has compelled 

another boat to break a rule, the other boat is exonerated for her 

breach. 

(b) When a boat is sailing within the room or mark-room to which 

she is entitled and, as a consequence of an incident with a boat 

required to give her that room or mark-room, she breaks a rule 

of Section A of Part 2, rule 15, 16, or 31, she is exonerated for 

her breach.  

(c) A right-of-way boat, or one sailing within the room or mark-
room to which she is entitled, is exonerated for breaking rule 14 

if the contact does not cause damage or injury. 

43.2 A boat exonerated for breaking a rule need not take a penalty and shall 

not be penalized for breaking that rule.  

44 PENALTIES AT THE TIME OF AN INCIDENT 
44.1 Signals by Umpires 

When races are umpired, an umpire will signal a decision as follows: 

(a) A green and white flag with one long sound signal means ‘No 

penalty.’ 

(b) A red flag (fleet), blue or yellow flag (match) with one long 

sound means ‘A penalty is imposed or remains outstanding. The 

identified boat shall take a penalty by complying with rule 44.2 

or for an OCS penalty rule 44.3.’ 

(c) A black flag and one long sound means ‘The identified boat is 

disqualified, and the boat shall promptly leave the course area.’ 

(d) If an umpire signals that a boat no longer has a penalty, then the 

penalty is completed. 

(e) One short sound means ‘A penalty is now completed’. 
(f) Repetitive short sounds mean ‘A boat is no longer taking a 

penalty and the penalty remains’. 
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44.2 Penalties 
As soon as possible, after the incident, or after being signalled by an 

umpire, a boat takes a penalty, within the limitations of rule 44.4, by 

completing one of the following: 

(a) In a match race when the first leg is identified by the race 

committee as a reaching leg and prior to completing it a 

penalized boat shall, within the limitations of rule 44.4, act 

immediately to reduce her VMG / VMC until she is 2 hull-

lengths behind the most forward part of the other boat’s hulls 

based on the axis of the leg the penalized boat is on. If a boat is 

unable to complete the penalty prior to completing the first leg, 

she shall take a penalty in accordance with rule 44.2(b) or (c). 

(b) Two consecutive gybes with the gennaker completely furled at 

some point between the two gybes. 

(c) Two consecutive tacks. 

44.3 OCS Penalties  
The sailing instructions will identify the OCS Penalty system in use: 

(a) System 1 – Upwind Start 

A boat identified as OCS shall return entirely to the pre-start 

side of the starting line and cross the starting line in the 

direction of the first mark. 
(b) System 2 – Upwind Start 

 A boat identified as OCS shall complete a penalty by complying 

with rule 44.2(c). 

(c) System 3 – Reaching Start 

A boat identified as OCS shall act so that she is clear astern of 

all boats that have started correctly when they complete the first 

leg of the course, excluding those identified as delayed starters 

by the race committee. 

(d) System 4 – Reaching Start 

A boat identified as OCS shall act immediately to reduce her 

VMG / VMC until she is clear astern of all boats that have 

started correctly, excluding those identified as delayed starters 

by the race committee. 
44.4 Penalty Limitations 

(a) If a boat has multiple penalties, then the penalties shall be taken 

consecutively. 

(b) When OCS Penalty System 3 or 4 (rule 44.3(c) or 44.3(d)) is in 

use, a boat may not take a penalty after she has started while she 
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is on the first leg other than a penalty for OCS or under rule 

44.2(a). 
(c) A boat completes the first leg when any part of her hulls cross 

the extension of the line from the centre of the leeward gate 

through the first mark. 

(d) When OCS Penalty System 3 or 4 (rule 44.3(c) or 44.3(d)) is in 

use, a boat taking a penalty for OCS or under rule 44.2(a) shall 

not sail a course other than a proper course of a boat without a 

penalty if as a result a keep clear boat sailing a proper course 

must change course to keep clear. 

(e) In a match race a boat shall not take a penalty before her starting 

signal. 

44.5 Taking and Completing Penalties 
(a) A boat may take a Penalty when she may have broken one or 

more rules of Part 2 in an incident while racing, broken rule 

28.3, 31, 44.4(d), been identified as OCS, or broken a Sailing 

Instruction that is subject to action by an umpire. However, 

(1) when a boat may have broken a rule of Part 2 and rule 31 

in the same incident she need not take the penalty for 

breaking rule 31; 

(2) unless races are umpired, if the boat caused injury or 

serious damage or, despite taking a penalty, gained a 

significant advantage in the race or series by her breach 

her penalty shall be to retire; 

 (b) In a match race 

(1) If a boat has one or two outstanding penalties and the 

other boat in her match is penalized, one penalty for each 

boat shall be cancelled. This does not apply to penalties 

for OCS. When a boat has one or more outstanding 

penalties and the other boat is OCS the penalties shall be 

cancelled and the OCS boat shall act immediately to 

reduce her VMG / VMC until she is clear astern of the 

other boat. 

(2) If a boat has more than two outstanding penalties, the 

umpires shall signal her disqualification under rule 

44.1(c). 

(c) When it is clear to the umpires that a penalized boat is 

attempting to take her penalty but the loss of distance is not 

being incurred as intended, or the situation is not covered under 

rule 44.2 or 44.3 the umpires may make their best efforts to 

calculate what the loss of distance should be. When they are 
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satisfied with the loss of distance, the umpires shall signal that 

the penalty is completed. 

 

45 HAULING OUT; MAKING FAST; ANCHORING  
A boat shall be afloat and off moorings at her preparatory signal. 

Thereafter, she shall not be hauled out or made fast except to bail out, 

reef sails or make repairs. She may anchor or the crew may stand on 

the bottom. She shall recover the anchor before continuing in the race 

unless she is unable to do so. 

 

46 PERSON IN CHARGE 
A boat shall have on board a person in charge designated by the 

member or organization that entered the boat. See rule 75. 

 

47 TRASH DISPOSAL  
Competitors and support persons shall not intentionally put trash in 

the water. This rule applies at all times while afloat. The penalty for a 

breach of this rule may be less than disqualification.  

SECTION B 
EQUIPMENT-RELATED REQUIREMENTS  

 

48 L IMITATIONS ON EQUIPMENT AND CREW 
48.1 A boat shall use only the equipment on board at her preparatory signal. 

48.2 No person on board shall intentionally leave, except when ill or 

injured, or to help a person or vessel in danger, or to swim. A person 

leaving the boat by accident or to swim shall be back in contact with 

the boat before the crew resumes sailing the boat to the next mark.  

 

49 CREW POSITION 
 Competitors shall use no device designed to position their bodies 

outboard, other than hiking straps and stiffeners worn under the thighs 

and sail control lines extending from the hull or cross structure.  
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50 COMPETITOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT  
50.1 Competitors shall not wear or carry clothing or equipment for the 

purpose of increasing their weight. 

50.2 The weight of clothing or equipment carried (including food, drink and 

mandated personal safety equipment) shall be no more than 8.0 kg per 

crewmember. The clothing and equipment shall be weighed dry. 

50.3 Crew clothing and equipment shall not retain water for the purpose of 

increasing weight. 

51 MOVABLE BALLAST  
All movable ballast, including sails that are not set, shall be properly 

stowed. Water, dead weight or ballast shall not be moved for the 

purpose of changing trim or stability. However, bilge water may be 

bailed out. 

52 MANUAL POWER  
A boat’s standing rigging, running rigging, spars and movable hull 

appendages shall be adjusted and operated only by the power provided 

by the crew. 

53 SKIN FRICTION  
A boat shall not eject or release a substance, such as a polymer, or have 

specially textured surfaces that could improve the character of the flow 

of water inside the boundary layer. 

54 FORESTAYS AND HEADSAIL TACKS  
Forestays and headsail tacks, except those of spinnaker staysails when 

the boat is not close-hauled, shall be attached approximately on a 

boat’s centreline. 

55 SETTING AND SHEETING SAILS – SEE CLASS RULES OR 
RULES FOR HANDLING BOATS 

56 FOG SIGNALS AND LIGHTS; TRAFFIC SEPARATION 
SCHEMES  

56.1 When so equipped, a boat shall sound fog signals and show lights as 

required by the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at 
Sea (IRPCAS) or applicable government rules.  

56.2 A boat shall comply with rule 10, Traffic Separation Schemes, of the 

IRPCAS. 
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 PART 5 
 PROTESTS, REDRESS, HEARINGS 

AND MISCONDUCT 
SECTION A 
PROTESTS; REDRESS; RULE 69 ACTION 

 

60 RIGHT TO PROTEST; RIGHT TO REQUEST REDRESS OR 
RULE 69 ACTION 

60.1 A boat may 

(a) protest another boat with a ‘Y-Flag Protest’ for an alleged breach 

of a rule of Part 2, except rule 14, for an incident in which she 

was involved, or rules 28.3, 31 or 44.4(d); 

(b) protest another boat under a rule not listed in rule 60.1(a) except 

rule 26.2, 27.4, 28.1, 40, 42, 44.2, 44.3, 50 when races are 

umpired, or rule 14 unless damage or injury results; 

(c) report to the protest committee requesting action under rule 

60.3(d) or 69.2(b); or 

(d) request redress.  

60.2 A race committee may 

(a) protest a boat, but not under a rule listed in rule 60.1(a) or 60.6(a) 

when races are umpired or as a result of information arising from 

a request for redress or an invalid protest, or from a report from 

a person with a conflict of interest other than the representative 

of the boat herself;  
(b) request redress for a boat; or 

(c) report to the protest committee requesting action under rule 

60.3(d) or 69.2(b).  

60.3 A protest committee may 

(a) protest a boat, but not under a rule listed in rule 60.1(a) or 60.6(a) 

when races are umpired or as a result of information arising from 

a request for redress or an invalid protest, or from a report from 

a person with a conflict of interest other than the representative 

of the boat herself. However, it may protest a boat  

(1) if it learns of an incident involving her that may have 

resulted in injury or serious damage, or 
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(2) if during the hearing of a valid protest it learns that the 

boat, although not a party to the hearing, was involved in 

the incident and may have broken a rule; 

(b) call a hearing to consider redress;  

(c) act under rule 69.2(b); or 

(d) call a hearing to consider whether a support person has broken 

a rule, based on its own observation or information received 

from any source, including evidence taken during a hearing.  

60.4 A technical committee may 

(a) protest a boat, but not under a rule listed in rule 60.1(a) or 60.6(a) 

when races are umpired or as a result of information arising from 

a request for redress or an invalid protest, or from a report from 

a person with a conflict of interest other than the representative 

of the boat herself. However, it shall protest a boat if it decides 

that a boat or personal equipment does not comply with the class 

rules or with rule 50;  

(b) request redress for a boat; or 

(c) report to the protest committee requesting action under rule 

60.3(d) or 69.2(b).  

60.5 However, neither a boat nor a committee may protest for an alleged 

breach of rule 69 or a Regulation referred to in rule 6, unless permitted 

by the Regulation concerned.  

60.6 When the umpires decide that a boat has: 
(a) broken rule 26.2, 27.4, 28.3, 31, 42, 44, 49; 

(b) gained an advantage by breaking a rule after allowing for a 

penalty; 

(c) committed a breach of sportsmanship; 

(d) been identified as OCS; or 

(e) broken a Sailing Instruction that is subject to action by an 

umpire, 

She shall be penalized under rule 44.1(b) or (c); 

(f) broken rule 31 and damage has resulted, or rule 14, they may 

impose a penalty without a hearing. The competitor shall be 

informed of the penalty as soon as practicable and, at the time of 

being so informed, may request a hearing. The protest 

committee shall then proceed under rule 60.3. Any penalty 

decided by the protest committee may be more than the penalty 

imposed by the umpires. When the umpires decide that a penalty 

is greater than the guidance on contact and damage penalties in 

the sailing instructions, they shall act under rule 60.8. 
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60.7 After one boat has started a match race, if the umpires are satisfied 

that the other boat will not finish, they may signal under rule 44.1(c) 

that the boat that will not finish is disqualified and the match is 

terminated. 

60.8 When the umpires decide that a boat may have broken a rule other 

than those listed in rules 60.1(a) or 60.6(a) they shall so inform the 

protest committee for its action under rule 60.3. 

60.9 No proceedings of any kind may be taken in relation to any action or 

non-action by an umpire. 
 

61 PROTEST REQUIREMENTS 

61.1 Informing the Protestee 
(a) For ‘Y Flag Protests’, a boat shall hail ‘Protest’ and 

conspicuously display flag Y immediately after an incident. She 

shall remove the flag before or as soon as possible after, a boat 

involved in the incident has taken a penalty, an umpires’ signal 

or it becomes clear that no boat will take a penalty. 

(b) A boat that protests under rule 60.1(b) shall inform the other boat 

at the first reasonable opportunity. 

(c) If the race committee, technical committee or protest committee 

intends to protest a boat concerning an incident the committee 

observed in the racing area, it shall inform her after the race 

within 2 minutes of the finish of the last boat in the last race of 

the day. In other cases the committee shall inform the boat of its 

intention to protest as soon as reasonably possible. A notice 

posted on the official notice board within the appropriate time 

limit satisfies this requirement. 

(d) If the protest committee decides to protest a boat under rule 

60.3(a)(2), it shall inform her as soon as reasonably possible, 

close the current hearing, proceed as required by rules 61.2 and 

63, and hear the original and the new protests together. 

61.2 Protest Contents 

(a) protests and requests for redress need not be in writing unless 

advised by the protest committee; 

(b) the protest committee may conduct the hearing and take 

evidence in any way it considers appropriate. 
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61.3 Protest Time Limit 
(a) A boat intending to  

(1) protest under rule 60.1(b); or 

(2) request redress under rule 60.1(d); 

shall hail the race committee within 2 minutes of the finish of 

the last boat in the race. The protest committee shall extend the 

time if there is good reason to do so. 

(b) When the race committee, technical committee or protest 

committee intend to protest, the race office shall be notified 

verbally no later than 30 minutes after the committee receives 

the relevant information. The protest committee shall extend the 

time if there is good reason to do so.  

62 REDRESS 

62.1 A request for redress or a protest committee’s decision to consider 

redress shall be based on a claim or possibility that a boat’s score or 

place in a race or series has been or may be, through no fault of her 

own, made significantly worse by  

(a) deleted; 

(b) injury or physical damage because of the action of a boat that 

was breaking a rule of Part 2 and took an appropriate penalty or 

was penalized, or of a vessel not racing that was required to keep 

clear or is determined to be at fault under the IRPCAS or a 

government right-of-way rule;  

(c) giving help (except to herself or her crew) in compliance with 

rule 1.1; or 

(d) an action of another boat, or a crew member or support person 

of that boat, that resulted in a penalty under rule 2 or a penalty 

or warning under rule 69. 

(e) an action by a third party (including a race official) that casues 

injury to the crew or serious physical damage to a boat while 

that boat was racing. 

62.2 Deleted 
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SECTION B 
HEARINGS AND DECISIONS 

 

63 HEARINGS 

63.1 Requirement for a Hearing 
(a) When races are umpired, a boat that protests under rule 60.1(a) 

is not entitled to a hearing. Instead, the umpires shall decide 

whether to penalize any boat and signal the decision as provided 

in rule 44.1. 

(b) A boat or competitor shall not be penalized without a protest 

hearing, except as provided in rules 30.4, 60.6, 63.1(a), 64.4(d), 

64.5(b), 64.6, 69, 78.2 and A5. A decision on redress shall not 

be made without a hearing. The protest committee shall hear all 

protests and requests for redress that the race committee has 

been notified of unless it allows a protest or request to be 

withdrawn.   

63.2 Time and Place of the Hearing; Time for Parties to Prepare 
All parties to the hearing shall be notified of the time and place of the 

hearing, the protest or redress information or the allegations shall be 

made available to them, and they shall be allowed reasonable time to 

prepare for the hearing. When two or more hearings arise from the 

same incident, or from very closely connected incidents, they may be 

heard together in one hearing. However, a hearing conducted under 

rule 69 shall not be combined with any other type of hearing.  

63.3 Right to Be Present 
(a) A representative of each party to the hearing has the right to be 

present throughout the hearing of all the evidence. When a 

protest claims a breach of a rule of Part 2, 3 or 4, the 

representatives of boats shall have been on board at the time of 

the incident, unless there is good reason for the protest 

committee to rule otherwise. Any witness, other than a member 

of the protest committee, shall be excluded except when giving 

evidence.  

(b) If a party to a hearing does not come to the hearing, the protest 

committee may nevertheless proceed with the hearing. If the 

party was unavoidably absent, the committee may reopen the 

hearing. 
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63.4 Conflict of Interest 
(a) A protest committee member shall declare any possible conflict 

of interest as soon as he is aware of it. A party to the hearing 

who believes a member of the protest committee has a conflict 

of interest shall object as soon as possible. 

(b) A member of a protest committee with a conflict of interest shall 

not be a member of the committee for the hearing, unless 

(1) all parties consent, or 

(2) the protest committee decides that the conflict of interest 
is not significant.  

(c) When deciding whether a conflict of interest is significant, the 

protest committee shall consider the views of the parties, the 

level of the conflict, the level of the event, the importance to 

each party, and the overall perception of fairness. 

(d) However, for World Sailing major events, or for other events as 

prescribed by the national authority of the venue, rule 63.4(b) 

does not apply and a person who has a conflict of interest shall 

not be a member of the protest committee.  

63.5 Validity of the Protest or Request for Redress  
At the beginning of the hearing the protest committee shall take any 

evidence it considers necessary to decide whether all requirements for 

the protest or request for redress have been met. If they have been met, 

the protest or request is valid and the hearing shall be continued. If 

not, the committee shall declare the protest or request invalid and close 

the hearing. If the protest has been made under rule 60.3(a)(1), the 

committee shall also determine whether or not injury or serious 

damage resulted from the incident in question. If not, the hearing shall 

be closed.  

63.6 Taking Evidence and Finding Facts 
The protest committee may take evidence and conduct the hearing in 

any way it considers appropriate. The committee shall then find the 

facts and base its decision on them. 

63.7 Conflict Between Rules  
If there is a conflict between two or more rules that must be resolved 

before the protest committee makes a decision, the committee shall 

apply the rule that it believes will provide the fairest result for all boats 

affected. Rule 63.7 applies only if the conflict is between rules in the 
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notice of race, the sailing instructions, or any of the other documents 

that govern the event under item (g) of the definition Rule.  

63.8 Hearings Involving Parties in Different Events  
A hearing involving parties in different events conducted by different 

organizing authorities shall be heard by a protest committee 

acceptable to those authorities.  

63.9 Hearings under Rule 60.3(d) — Support Persons 
If the protest committee decides to call a hearing under rule 60.3(d), it 

shall promptly follow the procedures in rules 63.2, 63.3, 63.4 and 63.6, 

except that the information given to the parties shall be details of the 

alleged breach and a person may be appointed by the protest 

committee to present the allegation. 

64 DECISIONS 

64.1 Standard of Proof, Majority Decisions and Reclassifying Requests  
(a) A protest committee shall make its decision based on a balance 

of probabilities, unless provided for otherwise in the rule alleged 

to have been broken. 

(b) Decisions of the protest committee shall be by simple majority 

vote of all members. When there is equal division of votes cast, 

the chairman may cast an additional vote. 

(c) The protest committee shall proceed with each case, as a protest, 
request for redress or other type of request, based on the 

information in the written request or allegation and testimony 

during the hearing. This permits the type of case to be changed 

if appropriate.   

64.2 Penalties  
When the protest committee decides that a boat that is a party to a 

protest hearing has broken a rule and is not exonerated, it shall 

disqualify her unless it decides that a breach of a rule has had no 

significant effect on the outcome of the race when it may impose a 

penalty of points or fraction of points, order a re-sail in a match race 

or make another arrangement it decides is equitable, which may be to 

impose no penalty. A penalty shall be imposed whether or not the 

applicable rule was mentioned in the protest. If a boat has broken a 

rule when not racing, her penalty shall apply to the race sailed nearest 

in time to that of the incident. However, 

(a) if a boat has taken an applicable penalty, she shall not be further 

penalized under this rule unless the penalty for a rule she broke 

is a disqualification that is not excludable from her series score;  
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(b) if the race is restarted or resailed, rule 36 applies. 

(c) the penalty for breaking rule 14 will be at the discretion of the 

protest committee, and may include exclusion from one or more 

subsequent races in the event. 

64.3 Decisions on Redress 
When the protest committee decides that a boat is entitled to redress 

under rule 62, it shall make as fair an arrangement as possible for all 

boats affected, whether or not they asked for redress. This may be to 

adjust the scoring (see rule A9 for some examples) or finishing times 

of boats, to abandon the race, to let the results stand or to make some\ 

other arrangement. When in doubt about the facts or probable results 

of any arrangement for the race or series, especially before 

abandoning the race, the protest committee shall take evidence from 

appropriate sources. 

64.4 Decisions on Protests Concerning Class Rules 
(a) When the protest committee finds that deviations in excess of 

tolerances specified in the class rules were caused by damage or 

normal wear and do not improve the performance of the boat, it 

shall not penalize her. However, the boat shall not race again 

until the deviations have been corrected, except when the protest 

committee decides there is or has been no reasonable 

opportunity to do so. 

(b) When the protest committee is in doubt about the meaning of a 

class rule, it shall refer its questions, together with the relevant 

facts, to an authority responsible for interpreting the rule. In 

making its decision, the committee shall be bound by the reply 

of the authority. 

(c) When a boat is penalized under a class rule and the protest 

committee decides that the boat also broke the same rule in 

earlier races in the same event, the penalty may be imposed for 

all such races. No further protest is necessary.  

(d) When a boat penalized under a class rule states in writing that 

she intends to appeal, she may compete in subsequent races 

without changes to the boat. However, if she fails to appeal or 

the appeal is decided against her, she shall be disqualified 

without a further hearing from all subsequent races in which she 

competed.  

(e) Measurement costs arising from a protest involving a class rule 

shall be paid by the unsuccessful party unless the protest 

committee decides otherwise. 
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64.5 Decisions Concerning Support Persons 
(a) When the protest committee decides that a support person who 

is a party to a hearing under rule 60.3(d) or 69 has broken a rule, 

it may 

(1) issue a warning, 

(2) exclude the person from the event or venue or remove any 

privileges or benefits, or 

(3) take other action within its jurisdiction as provided by the 

rules. 

(b) The protest committee may also penalize a boat that is a party to 

a hearing under rule 60.3(d) or 69 for the breach of a rule by a 

support person by changing the boat’s score in a single race, up 

to and including disqualification, when the protest committee 

decides that 

(1) the boat may have gained a competitive advantage as the 

result of the breach by the support person, or 

(2) the support person committed a further breach after the 

protest committee warned the boat in writing, following a 

previous hearing, that a penalty may be imposed.  

64.6 Discretionary Penalties 
When a boat reports within the protest time limit that she has broken 

a rule subject to a discretionary penalty, the protest committee shall 

decide the appropriate penalty after taking evidence from the boat and 

any witnesses it decides are appropriate.  

65 INFORMING THE PARTIES AND OTHERS 
65.1 After making its decision, the protest committee shall promptly inform 

the parties to the hearing of the facts found, the applicable rules, the 

decision, the reasons for it, and any penalties imposed or redress given. 

This may be done orally. 

65.2 A party to a rule 69 hearing is entitled to receive the above information 

in writing, provided she asks for it in writing from the protest 

committee no later than seven days after being informed of the 

decision. The committee shall then promptly provide the information, 

including, when relevant, a diagram of the incident prepared or 

endorsed by the committee. 

65.3 Unless there is good reason not to do so, after any hearing, including 

a hearing under rule 69, the protest committee may publish the 

information set out in rule 65.1. The protest committee may direct that 

the information is to be confidential to the parties.  
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65.4 When the protest committee penalizes a boat under a class rule, it shall 

send the above information to the relevant class rule authorities.  

66 REOPENING A HEARING  
 The protest committee may reopen a hearing when it decides that it 

may have made a significant error, or when significant new evidence 

becomes available within a reasonable time. A party to the hearing 

may not ask for a reopening. 

 

67 DAMAGES 

The question of damages arising from a breach of any rule shall be 

governed by the prescriptions, if any, of the national authority. 

Note: There is no rule 68. 
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SECTION C 
MISCONDUCT 

 

69 MISCONDUCT 

69.1 Obligation not to Commit Misconduct; Resolution 
(a) A competitor, boat owner or support person shall not commit an 

act of misconduct.  

(b) Misconduct is:  

(1) conduct that is a breach of good manners, a breach of good 

sportsmanship, or unethical behaviour; or 

(2) conduct that may bring, or has brought, the sport into 

disrepute.  

(c) An allegation of a breach of rule 69.1(a) shall be resolved in 

accordance with the provisions of rule 69. It shall not be grounds 

for a protest and rule 63.1 does not apply.  

69.2 Action by a Protest Committee 
(a) A protest committee acting under this rule shall have at least 

three members.  

(b) When a protest committee, from its own observation or from 

information received from any source, including evidence taken 

during a hearing, believes a person may have broken rule 

69.1(a), it shall decide whether or not to call a hearing.  

(c) When the protest committee needs more information to make 

the decision to call a hearing, it shall consider appointing a 

person or persons to conduct an investigation. These 

investigators shall not be members of the protest committee that 

will decide the matter.  

(d) When an investigator is appointed, all relevant information he 

gathers, favourable or unfavourable, shall be disclosed to the 

protest committee, and if the protest committee decides to call a 

hearing, to the parties.  

(e) If the protest committee decides to call a hearing, it shall 

promptly inform the person in writing of the alleged breach and 

of the time and place of the hearing and follow the procedures 

in rules 63.2, 63.3(a), 63.4, 63.6, 65.1, 65.2, 65.3 and 66, except 

that:  

(1) unless a person has been appointed by World Sailing, a 

person may be appointed by the protest committee to 

present the allegation.  
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(2) a person against whom an allegation has been made under 

this rule shall be entitled to have an advisor and a 

representative with him who may act on his behalf.  

(f) If the person  

(1) provides good reason why he is unable to come to the 

hearing at the scheduled time, the protest committee shall 

reschedule it; or  

(2) does not provide good reason and does not come to the 

hearing, the protest committee may conduct it without the 

person present.  

(g) The standard of proof to be applied is the test of the comfortable 

satisfaction of the protest committee, bearing in mind the 

seriousness of the alleged misconduct. However, if the standard 

of proof in this rule conflicts with the laws of a country, the 

national authority may, with the approval of World Sailing, 

change it with a prescription to this rule.  

(h) When the protest committee decides that a competitor or boat 

owner has broken rule 69.1(a), it may take one or more of the 

following actions 

(1) issue a warning;  

(2) change their boat’s score in one or more races, including 

disqualification(s) that may or may not be excluded from 

her series score;  

(3) exclude the person from the event or venue or remove any 

privileges or benefits; and 

(4) take any other action within its jurisdiction as provided by 

the rules.  

(i) When the protest committee decides that a support person has 

broken rule 69.1(a), rule 64.5 applies. 

(j) If the protest committee 

(1) imposes a penalty greater than one DNE;  

(2) excludes the person from the event or venue; or 

(3) in any other case if it considers it appropriate,  

it shall report its findings, including the facts found, its 

conclusions and decision to the national authority of the person 

or, for specific international events listed in the World Sailing 

Regulations, to World Sailing. If the protest committee has acted 

under rule 69.2(f)(2), the report shall also include that fact and 

the reasons for it.  

(k) If the protest committee decides not to conduct the hearing 

without the person present, or if the protest committee has left 
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the event and a report alleging a breach of rule 69.1(a) is 

received, the race committee or organizing authority may 

appoint the same or a new protest committee to proceed under 

this rule. If it is impractical for the protest committee to conduct 

a hearing, it shall collect all available information and, if the 

allegation seems justified, make a report to the national authority 

of the person or, for specific international events listed in the 

World Sailing Regulations, to World Sailing.  

69.3 Action by a National Authority and World Sailing 
The disciplinary powers, procedures and responsibilities of national 

authorities and World Sailing that apply are specified in the World 

Sailing Disciplinary Code. National authorities and World Sailing 

may impose further penalties, including suspension of eligibility, 

under that code.  

SECTION D 
APPEALS 

70 APPEALS AND REQUESTS TO A NATIONAL AUTHORITY 
70.1 (a) Provided that the right of appeal has not been denied under rule 

70.5, a party to a hearing may appeal a protest committee’s 

decision or its procedures, but not the facts found. 

(b) A boat may appeal when she is denied a hearing required by rule 

63.1. 

70.2 A protest committee may request confirmation or correction of its 

decision. 

70.3 Deleted  

70.4 A club or other organization affiliated to a national authority may 

request an interpretation of the rules, provided that no protest or 

request for redress that may be appealed is involved. The 

interpretation shall not be used for changing a previous protest 

committee decision. 

70.5 There shall be no appeal for an alleged improper action, omission or 

decision of the umpires or from a decision of a protest committee. 

70.6 Deleted 

71 DELETED 

 



 

 43 

 PART 6 
 ENTRY AND QUALIFICATION 
75 ENTERING AN EVENT 

To enter an event, a boat shall comply with the requirements of the 

organizing authority of the event. She shall be entered by  

(a) a member of a club or other organization affiliated to a World 

Sailing member national authority, 

(b) such a club or organization, or 

(c) a member of a World Sailing member national authority. 

76 EXCLUSION OF BOATS OR COMPETITORS 
76.1 The organizing authority or the race committee may reject or cancel 

the entry of a boat or exclude a competitor, subject to rule 76.3, 

provided it does so before the start of the first race and states the reason 

for doing so. On request the boat shall promptly be given the reason in 

writing. The boat may request redress if she considers that the rejection 

or exclusion is improper. 

76.2 The organizing authority or the race committee shall not reject or 

cancel the entry of a boat or exclude a competitor because of 

advertising, provided the boat or competitor complies with the World 

Sailing Advertising Code.  

76.3 At world and continental championships no entry within stated quotas 

shall be rejected or cancelled without first obtaining the approval of 

the relevant World Sailing Class Association (or the Offshore Racing 

Council) or World Sailing. 

77 IDENTIFICATION ON SAILS 

A boat shall be identified to the satisfaction of the organizing 

authority. 

  



Part 6 ENTRY AND QUALIFICATION 

 44 

78 COMPLIANCE WITH CLASS RULES; CERTIFICATES 
78.1 While a boat is racing, her owner and any other person in charge shall 

ensure that the boat is maintained to comply with her class rules and 

that her measurement or rating certificate, if any, remains valid. In 

addition, the boat shall also comply at other times specified in the class 

rules, the notice of race or the sailing instructions.  

78.2 When a rule requires a valid certificate to be produced or its existence 

verified before a boat races, and this cannot be done, the boat may 

race provided that the race committee receives a statement signed by 

the person in charge that a valid certificate exists. The boat shall 

produce the certificate or arrange for its existence to be verified by the 

race committee before the start of the last day of the event, or of the 

first series, whichever is earlier. The penalty for breaking this rule is 

disqualification without a hearing from all races of the event.  

 

79 CATEGORIZATION 
If the notice of race or class rules state that some or all competitors 

must satisfy categorization requirements, the categorization shall be 

carried out as described in the World Sailing Sailor Categorization 

Code.  

 

80 RESCHEDULED EVENT 

When an event is rescheduled to dates different from the dates stated 

in the notice of race, all boats entered shall be notified. The race 

committee may accept new entries that meet all the entry requirements 

except the original deadline for entries. 
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 PART 7 
 RACE ORGANIZATION 
85 CHANGES TO RULES  
85.1 A change to a rule shall refer specifically to the rule and state the 

change. A change to a rule includes an addition to it or deletion of all 

or part of it.  

85.2 A change to one of the following types of rules may be made only as 

shown below.  

Type of rule Change only if permitted by 
Racing rule Rule 86 

Rule in a World Sailing code A rule in the code 

National authority prescription Rule 88.2 

Class rule Rule 87 

Rule in the notice of race Rule 89.2(b) 

Rule in the sailing instructions Rule 90.2(c) 

Rule in any other document 

governing the event 
A rule in the document itself  

 

86 CHANGES TO THE RACING RULES 

86.1 A racing rule shall not be changed unless permitted in the rule itself or 

as follows: 

(a) Prescriptions of a national authority may change a racing rule, 

but not the Definitions; the Basic Principles; a rule in the 

Introduction; Part 1, 2 or 7; rule 42, 43, 47, 50, 63.4, 69, 70, 71, 

75, 76.3 or 79; a rule of an appendix that changes one of these 

rules; Appendix H or N; or a rule in a World Sailing Code listed 

in rule 6.1.  

(b) The notice of race or sailing instructions may change a racing 

rule, but not rule 76.1 or 76.2, Appendix R, or a rule listed in 

rule 86.1(a).  

(c) Class rules may change only racing rules 42, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 

and 55.  
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86.2 In exception to rule 86.1, World Sailing may in limited circumstances 

(see World Sailing Regulation 28.1.3) authorize changes to the racing 

rules for a specific international event. The authorization shall be 

stated in a letter of approval to the organizing authority and in the 

notice of race or sailing instructions, and the letter shall be posted on 

the official notice board. 

86.3 If a national authority so prescribes, the restrictions in rule 86.1 do not 

apply if rules are changed to develop or test proposed rules. The 

national authority may prescribe that its approval is required for such 

changes. 

87 CHANGES TO CLASS RULES 
The notice of race may change a class rule only when the class rules 

permit the change, or when written permission of the class association 

for the change is posted on the official notice board.  

88 NATIONAL PRESCRIPTIONS 
88.1 Prescriptions that Apply  

The prescriptions that apply to an event are the prescriptions of the 

national authority with which the organizing authority is associated 

under rule 89.1. However, if boats will pass through the waters of more 

than one national authority while racing, the notice of race shall 

identify the prescriptions that will apply and when they will apply.  

88.2 Changes to Prescriptions  
The notice of race or sailing instructions may change a prescription. 

However, a national authority may restrict changes to its prescriptions 

with a prescription to this rule, provided World Sailing approves its 

application to do so. The restricted prescriptions shall not be changed.  

89 ORGANIZING AUTHORITY; NOTICE OF RACE; 
APPOINTMENT OF RACE OFFICIALS 

89.1 Organizing Authority 

Races shall be organized by an organizing authority, which shall be 

(a) World Sailing; 

(b) a member national authority of World Sailing; 

(c) an affiliated club; 

(d) an affiliated organization other than a club and, if so prescribed 

by the national authority, with the approval of the national 

authority or in conjunction with an affiliated club; 

(e) an unaffiliated class association, either with the approval of the 

national authority or in conjunction with an affiliated club; 
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(f) two or more of the above organizations; 

(g) an unaffiliated body in conjunction with an affiliated club where 

the body is owned and controlled by the club. The national 

authority of the club may prescribe that its approval is required 

for such an event; or 

(h) if approved by World Sailing and the national authority of the 

club, an unaffiliated body in conjunction with an affiliated club 

where the body is not owned and controlled by the club. 

In rule 89.1, an organization is affiliated if it is affiliated to the national 

authority of the venue; otherwise the organization is unaffiliated. 

However, if boats will pass through the waters of more than one 

national authority while racing, an organization is affiliated if it is 

affiliated to the national authority of one of the ports of call. 

89.2 Notice of Race; Appointment of Race Officials 
(a) The organizing authority shall publish a notice of race that 

conforms to rule J1.  

(b)  The notice of race may be changed provided adequate notice is 

given. 

(c) The organizing authority shall appoint a race committee and, 

when appropriate, appoint a protest committee, a technical 

committee and umpires. However, the race committee, an 

international jury, a technical committee and umpires may be 

appointed by World Sailing as provided in its Regulations.  

90 RACE COMMITTEE; SAILING INSTRUCTIONS; SCORING 
90.1 Race Committee 

The race committee shall conduct races as directed by the organizing 

authority and as required by the rules. 

90.2 Sailing Instructions 
(a) The race committee shall publish written sailing instructions that 

conform to rule J2. 

(b) When appropriate, for an event where entries from other 

countries are expected, the sailing instructions shall include, in 

English, the applicable national prescriptions. 
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(c) The sailing instructions may be changed provided the change is 

in writing and posted on the official notice board before the time 

stated in the sailing instructions. or, on the water, after the 

display of third substitute with one sound signal, communicated 

to each boat before her warning signal. 

90.3 Scoring 

(a) The race committee shall score a race or series as provided in 

Appendix A unless the notice of race or sailing instructions 

specify some other system. A race shall be scored if it is not 

abandoned and if one boat starts, sails the course and finishes 

within the race time limit, if any, even if she retires after 

finishing or is disqualified. 

(b) When a scoring system provides for excluding one or more race 

scores, any score that is a Disqualification Not Excludable 

(DNE) shall be included in a boat’s series score.  

(c) When the race committee determines from its own records or 

observations that it has scored a boat incorrectly, it shall correct 

the error and make the corrected scores available to competitors. 

(d) The race committee shall implement scoring changes directed 

by the protest committee or national authority as a result of 

decisions made in accordance with the rules. 

(e) When so stated in the notice of race, notwithstanding the 

provisions of rules 90.3(a), (b), (c) and (d), there shall be no 

changes to race or series scores resulting from action, including 

the correction of errors, initiated more than 24 hours after 
 

(1) the protest time limit for the last race of the series 

(including a single-race series);  

(2) being informed of a protest committee decision after the 

last race of the series (including a single-race series); or  

(3) the results are published.  

However, in exception, changes to scores shall be made resulting 

from a decision under rules 6, 69 or 70. The notice of race may 

change ‘24 hours’ to a different time.  
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91 PROTEST COMMITTEE 
A protest committee shall be 

(a) a committee appointed by the organizing authority or race 

committee; 

(b) an international jury appointed by the organizing authority or as 

prescribed in the World Sailing Regulations. It shall be 

composed as required by rule N1 and have the authority and 

responsibilities stated in rule N2. A national authority may 

prescribe that its approval is required for the appointment of 

international juries for races within its jurisdiction, except World 

Sailing events or when international juries are appointed by 

World Sailing under rule 89.2(c); or 

 

92 TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
92.1 A technical committee shall be a committee of at least one member 

and be appointed by the organizing authority or the race committee or 

as prescribed in the World Sailing Regulations. 

92.2 The technical committee shall conduct equipment inspection and 

event measurement as directed by the organizing authority and as 

required by the rules.  
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APPENDIX A 
SCORING 
See rule 90.3. 

A1 NUMBER OF RACES 
The number of races scheduled and the number required to be 

completed to constitute a series shall be stated in the notice of race or 

sailing instructions.  

A2 SERIES SCORES 
A2.1 Each boat’s series score shall, subject to rule 90.3(b), be the total of 

her race scores. (A race is completed if scored; see rule 90.3(a)). If a 

series is raced in groups or heats a boats series score shall be divided 

by the number of races for which she was scored. The boat with the 

lowest series score wins and others shall be ranked accordingly.  

A2.2 If a boat has entered any race in a series, she shall be scored for the 

whole series. 

A3 STARTING TIMES AND FINISHING PLACES  
The time of a boat’s starting signal shall be her starting time, and the 

order in which boats finish a race shall determine their finishing places. 

However, when a handicap or rating system is used a boat’s corrected 

time shall determine her finishing place. 

A4 SCORING SYSTEM 
This Low Point System will apply unless the notice of race or sailing 
instructions specify another system; see rule 90.3(a).  

 Each boat starting and finishing and not thereafter retiring, being 

penalized or given redress shall be scored points as follows: 

Finishing place Points 

First 1 

Second 2 

Third 3 

Fourth 4 

Fifth 5 

Sixth 6 

Seventh 7 

Each place thereafter Add 1 point 
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A5 SCORES DETERMINED BY THE RACE COMMITTEE  
A5.1 A boat that did not start, sail the course or finish, or comply with rule 

30.4 or 78.2, or that retires, shall be scored accordingly by the race 

committee without a hearing. Only the protest committee may take 

other scoring actions that worsen a boat’s score.  

A5.2 A boat that did not start, did not sail the course, did not finish or retired 

shall be scored points for the finishing place equal to the number of 

boats entred in the series. A boat that is disqualified shall be scored for 

the finishing place one more than the number of boats entered in the 

series. 

A5.3 Deleted  

A6 CHANGES IN PLACES AND SCORES OF OTHER BOATS 
A6.1 If a boat is disqualified from a race or retires after finishing, each boat 

with a worse finishing place shall be moved up one place. 

A6.2 If the protest committee decides to give redress by adjusting a boat’s 

score, the scores of other boats shall not be changed unless the protest 

committee decides otherwise. 

A7 RACE TIES 

If boats are tied at the finishing line or if a handicap or rating system 

is used and boats have equal corrected times, the points for the place 

for which the boats have tied and for the place(s) immediately below 

shall be added together and divided equally. Boats tied for a race prize 

shall share it or be given equal prizes. 

A8 SERIES TIES 
 If there is a series-score tie between two or more boats, they shall be 

ranked in order of their scores in the last race. Any remaining ties shall 

be broken by using the tied boats’ scores in the next-to-last race and 

so on until all ties are broken. 
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A9 GUIDANCE ON REDRESS 
If the protest committee decides to give redress by adjusting a boat’s 

score for a race, it is advised to consider scoring her 

(a) points equal to the average, to the nearest tenth of a point (0.05 

to be rounded upward), of her points in all the races in the series 

except the race in question; 

(b) points equal to the average, to the nearest tenth of a point (0.05 

to be rounded upward), of her points in all the races before the 

race in question; or 

(c) points based on the position of the boat in the race at the time of 

the incident that justified redress. 

 

A10 SCORING ABBREVIATIONS 
These scoring abbreviations shall be used for recording the 

circumstances described: 

DNC Did not start; did not come to the starting area 

DNS Did not start (other than DNC and OCS) 

OCS Did not start; on the course side of the starting line at her 

starting signal and failed to start, or broke rule 30.1  

BFD Disqualification under rule 30.4 

SCP Scoring Penalty applied  

NSC Did not sail the course  

DNF Did not finish 

RET Retired 

DSQ Disqualification 

DNE Disqualification that is not excludable  

RDG Redress given 

DPI Discretionary penalty imposed 
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 APPENDIX N 
 INTERNATIONAL JURIES 

See rules 70.5 and 91(b). This appendix shall not be changed by the 
notice of race, sailing instructions or national prescriptions.  

N1 COMPOSITION, APPOINTMENT AND ORGANIZATION 

N1.1 An international jury shall be composed of experienced sailors with 

excellent knowledge of the racing rules and extensive protest 

committee experience. It shall be independent of and have no members 

from the race committee or the technical committee, and it shall be 

appointed by the organizing authority, subject to approval by the 

national authority if required (see rule 91(b)), or by World Sailing 

under rule 89.2(c). 

N1.2 The jury shall consist of a chairman, a vice chairman if desired, and 

other members for a total of at least five. A majority shall be 

International Judges.  

N1.3 No more than two members (three, in Groups M, N and Q) shall be 

from the same national authority. 

N1.4 (a) The chairman of a jury may appoint one or more panels 

composed in compliance with rules N1.1, N1.2 and N1.3. This 

can be done even if the full jury is not composed in compliance 

with these rules. 

(b) The chairman of a jury may appoint panels of at least three 

members each, of which the majority shall be International 

Judges. Members of each panel shall be from at least three 

different national authorities except in Groups M, N and Q, 

where they shall be from at least two different national 

authorities. If dissatisfied with a panel’s decision, a party is 

entitled to a hearing by a panel composed in compliance with 

rules N1.1, N1.2 and N1.3, except concerning the facts found, if 

requested within 30 minutes or the time limit specified in the 

sailing instructions. 

N1.5 When a full jury, or a panel, has fewer than five members, because of 

illness or emergency, and no qualified replacements are available, it 

remains properly constituted if it consists of at least three members 

and if at least two of them are International Judges. When there are 

three or four members they shall be from at least three different 
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national authorities except in Groups M, N and Q, where they shall be 

from at least two different national authorities. 

N1.6  When it is considered desirable that some members not participate in 

discussing and deciding a protest or request for redress, and no 

qualified replacements are available, the jury or panel remains 

properly constituted if at least three members remain and at least two 

of them are International Judges. 

N1.7 In exception to rules N1.1 and N1.2, World Sailing may in limited 

circumstances (see World Sailing Regulation 25.8.13) authorize an 

international jury consisting of a total of only three members. All 

members shall be International Judges. The members shall be from 

three different national authorities (two, in Groups M, N and Q). The 

authorization shall be stated in a letter of approval to the organizing 

authority and in the notice of race or sailing instructions, and the letter 

shall be posted on the official notice board.  

N1.8 When the national authority’s approval is required for the appointment 

of an international jury (see rule 91(b)), notice of its approval shall be 

included in the sailing instructions or be posted on the official notice 

board. 

N1.9 If the jury or a panel acts while not properly constituted, its decisions 

may be appealed. 

N1.10 In rule N.1, one International Umpire may be appointed to the jury, or 

a panel of it, in place of one International Judge. 
N2 RESPONSIBILITIES 

N2.1 An international jury is responsible for hearing and deciding all 

protests, requests for redress and other matters arising under the rules 

of Part 5. When asked by the organizing authority, the race committee 

or the technical committee, it shall advise and assist them on any 

matter directly affecting the fairness of the competition. 

N2.2 Unless the organizing authority directs otherwise, the jury shall decide 

(a) questions of eligibility, measurement or rating certificates; and  

(b) whether to authorize the substitution of competitors, boats or 

equipment when a rule requires such a decision. 

N2.3 The jury shall also decide matters referred to it by the organizing 

authority, the race committee or the technical committee.  
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N3 PROCEDURES  

N3.1 Members shall not be regarded as having a significant conflict of 
interest (see rule 63.4) by reason of their nationality, club membership 

or similar. When otherwise considering a significant conflict of 
interest as required by rule 63.4, considerable weight must be given to 

the fact that decisions of an international jury cannot be appealed and 

this may affect the perception of fairness and lower the level of conflict 

that is significant. In case of doubt, the hearing should proceed as 

permitted by rule N1.6.  

N3.2 If a panel fails to agree on a decision it may adjourn, in which case the 

chairman shall refer the matter to a properly constituted panel with as 

many members as possible, which may be the full jury. 

 

N4 MISCONDUCT (Rule 69)  
N4.1  The World Sailing Disciplinary Code contains procedures that apply 

to specific international events with regard to the appointment of a 

person to conduct any investigation. These procedures override any 

conflicting provision of this appendix.  

N4.2 A person shall be responsible for presenting to the hearing panel any 

allegations of misconduct under rule 69. This person shall not be a 

member of the hearing panel but may be a member of the jury. Such a 

person shall be required to make full disclosure of all material that may 

come into his possession in the course of his investigation to the person 

subject to allegations of a breach of rule 69.  

N4.3  Prior to a hearing, the hearing panel, to the extent practically possible, 

shall not act as an investigator of any allegations made under rule 69. 

However, during the hearing the panel shall be entitled to ask any 

investigative questions it may see fit.  

N4.4 If the panel decides to call a hearing, all material disclosed to the panel 

in order for them to make that decision must be disclosed to the person 

subject to the allegations before the hearing begins.  
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GC32 RACING TOUR 2022 
 

PROVISIONAL TOUR NOTICE OF RACE  
 

28th April 2022 
 

Version: 2.0 

1. Organisation 
1.1 The GC32 Racing Tour 2022 is managed by the GC32 Event GmbH (GCE) subsidiary 

of the GC32 Int. Class Association (ICA). The GCE appoints Yacht Clubs, Marinas or 
Event Agencies to organise and fund GC32 events. For each of its events the GCE 
appoints a local Organiser with whom the GCE coordinates the organisation of that 
event. GCE also manages the relations with any sponsors that the GC32 Racing Tour 
2022 enters into agreement.  

1.2 The GC32 Racing Tour 2022 is an annual competition of five official ICA and GCE events 
listed in clause 4.1.  

1.3 Each Organiser shall sign an Event Agreement with the GCE and follow the Event 
Guidelines and regulations issued by the ICA and the GCE incl. Event Communication 
Briefing, Sponsorship Regulations and any other issued by the ICA and the GCE in 
respect of the Organisation.  

2. Rules 
2.1 The GC32 Racing Tour and each event will be governed by 

(a) the ‘rules’ as defined in the RRS 2021–2024 High Speed Rules Edition. 
(b) The GC32 Class Rules (CR). 
(c) This Tour Notice of Race (NoR) 
(d) Event Notice of Race (ENoR)   
(e) Sailing Instructions (SI) 
(f) The Equipment Rules of Sailing (ERS) 

2.2 World Sailing has authorised changes under RRS 86.2 which are indicated within the 
High Speed Rules Edition of the RRS. 

2.3 Any prescriptions of a National Authority that apply will be posted on the ONB. 
2.4 RRS 64.1(a) is changed to permit the protest committee (PC) to waive penalties and/or 

impose penalties other than disqualification for breaches of a rule. This may include 
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Discretionary Penalties, or other arrangements which may include monetary penalties, 
loss of technical service privileges or exclusion from the event or GC32 Racing Tour. 

2.5 Under RRS 87, the GC32 Class Rules A10.2, C11.3(a), the second sentence of 
C11.1(c), G2.2 and Appendix H will not apply. 

2.6 Competitors shall comply with any reasonable request from the OA, including but not 
limited to interviews, presentations, boat tours, public appearances, meeting 
attendances, dinner attendances and photo-shoots. 

2.7 If there is conflict between languages the English text will prevail. 

3. Eligibility, Entry and Fees 
3.1 The GC32 Racing Tour is open to all boats that hold a valid GC32 measurement 

certificate and are registered members of the GC32 International Class Association. 
3.2 Eligible boats may enter the GC32 Racing Tour by completing the GC32 Racing Tour 

2022 entry form and sending it together with the required fee to info@gc32racing.com 
by 28th February 2022. 

3.3 Entries to a single or multiple single events can be made by completing the single event 
entry form and sending it together with the required fee 30 days before the first entered 
event to info@gc32racing.com 

3.4 Boats shall hold a valid GC32 Racing Tour Racing License. Contact 
info@gc32racing.com for further information. 

3.5 All crew members shall comply with World Sailing Regulation 19. 
3.6 The Tour entry fee is 50’000 Euros ex-VAT. 
3.7 The Tour late entry fee is 55’000 Euros ex-VAT. 
3.8 The single event entry fee is 11’500 Euros ex-VAT. 
3.9 In case an event is cancelled and is unable to be rescheduled in the same year, the OA 

may retain up to 10% of the corresponding entry fee in order to cover any costs incurred 
in connection with the cancelled event.  

4. Tour Schedule 
4.1 The following events will make up the 2022 Tour (official practice and race days): 

(a) 25 – 29 May – Riva del Garda, Italy 
(b) 22 – 26 June – Lagos, Algarve, Portugal  
(c) 13 – 17 July – Lagos, Algarve, Portugal (GC32 World Championship)  
(d) 14 – 18 September – Villasimius, Sardinia, Italy 
(e) 19 – 23 October – San Pedro del Pinatar, Murcia, Spain 

5. Event Schedule 
5.1 The provisional schedule at each event will be: 

(a) Day 1 – Container grounding 
(b) Day 2&3 – Boat preparation and measurement 
(c) Day 4 – Boat launching and Free Practice 
(d) Day 5 – Free Practice 
(e) Day 6 – Official Practice 
(f) Day 7-10 – Racing. 5 races per day unless otherwise notified 
(g) Day 10 – Racing and haul out 
(h) Day 11 – Haul out and pack up 
(i) Day 12 – Containers depart at 1200 

5.2 Berthing will be provided free of charge for boats from Day 4 until Day 11. 
5.3 The intention is for racing to take place between 1300-1700 each day.  
5.4 The OA reserves the right to change the dates and the locations of each event and may 

include alternative dates in the calendar. 
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6. Equipment and Measurement  
6.1 Boats shall comply with RRS 78.1 and shall produce a valid measurement certificate 

prior to the first Tour event they race in. GC32 Class Rules can be found at 
https://gc32.org/onb/  

6.2 An equipment measurement session will be held prior to the first event of 2022.  
Attendance and presentation of equipment is mandatory, unless otherwise agreed by 
the OA. 

6.3 Boats may be inspected at any time by the OA. 
6.4 The Race Committee may specify additional conditions while racing including maximum 

permitted sail area. 
6.5 The OA will provide a safety boat with a crew of two including a rescue swimmer. The 

safety boat will provide support during official practice and racing. 
6.6 Boats are required to have their own support boat capable of providing assistance and 

righting in the event of a capsize. Support boats shall carry a crew of two, be clearly 
identified, and registered at each event. 

6.7 For all on-water activity outside Official Practice and Racing, boats shall operate under 
their own rigorous safety plan and shall in no way rely on the OA to arrange safety cover. 
It is a boats responsibility to have their own equipment salvage plan and they shall 
confirm to the OA that this is in place. 

6.8 Sails shall be registered with the OA before they are used in a race of the GC32 Racing 
Tour. Refer to GC32 Class Rule C.11.2. 

7. Courses 
7.1 The courses to be sailed will be described in the SI. Courses and racing formats may 

vary at the sole discretion of the OA or Race Committee and may include windward-
leeward style with upwind or reaching starts using laid marks, coastal courses using a 
combination of navigation marks, laid marks or natural obstructions, or speed challenge 
courses between laid marks. 

7.2 The Race Committee may define a restricted area around the race course. Access to 
this will be strictly limited to one support boat per team.  

8. Penalties and Protests 
8.1 Breaches of NoR 13, 14, 15 and 16 are not open to protest by boats but may be 

referred to the PC, this changes RRS 60.1.  
8.2 Any penalty will be at the discretion of the PC and may include Discretionary Penalties, 

monetary fines, loss of technical service privileges or exclusion from the event or the 
Tour. 

9. Event Scoring 
9.1 RRS Appendix A will apply as changed by this NoR. 
9.2 One race is required to be completed to constitute an event series. 
9.3 No scores will be excluded from a boats event series score. 
9.4 All race formats will be scored in the same way. 
9.5 Speed Challenges will not be scored. 
9.6 A boat that did not start, did not finish, did not compete, did not comply with rule 28.1 or 

retires from a race shall receive points equal to those entered in the event.  
9.7 A boat that is disqualified from a race shall receive one more point more than those 

entered in the event. 
9.8 If there is an event series-score tie between two or more boats the tie shall be broken in 

favour of the boat that had the better place in the last race completed. 
9.9 The OA will publish a separate ranking for boats complying with NoR 11.1 (Owner Driver 

Trophy) based on their event series-scores. Races will not be re-scored for this ranking. 
In races where a boat does not comply with NoR 11.1 she shall be scored DNC for this 
ranking. 
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10. 2022 GC32 Racing Tour Scoring 
10.1 For the 2022 GC32 Racing Tour each boat shall be awarded Event Points based on her 

position in each event as per RRS A4.1. 
10.2 A boats score in the 2022 GC32 Racing Tour will be the total of her Event Points. The 

boat with the lowest total Event Points wins, the others shall be ranked accordingly.  
10.3 Boats are required to have entered the GC32 Racing Tour or compete in at least 1 event 

to be part of the 2022 GC32 Racing Tour ranking. 
10.4 Boats shall count points from all events. 
10.5 A boat complying with NoR 10.3 that does not compete in an event shall score points 

equal to the number of boats that have competed in at least 1 event plus one. 
10.6 If there is a tie between two or more boats Event Points, they shall be ranked in order of 

their Event Points scored in the last event. 

11. Owner Driver Trophy Scoring 
11.1 Boats that meet the following criteria will be eligible for the Owner Driver ranking: 

(a) The helm has registered with the OA as the Owner Driver; and 
(b) The helm has a World Sailing Group 1 Classification; and 
(c) The helm has met the conditions to be classified as a World Sailing Group 1 

competitor for the last 5 years; and 
(d) The helm has not, in the last 5 years, competed in, the sailing events of the Olympic 

Games, the Volvo Ocean Race, the America’s Cup, the America’s Cup selection 
series or ranked in the top 10 on the World Match Race Rankings. 

11.2 A boat may nominate a substitute helm if the owner-driver is not available. Substitute 
helms shall comply with NoR 11.1 and be registered with the OA before helming in any 
race. 

11.3 For the Owner Driver Trophy each boat shall be awarded Owner Driver Points in line 
with RRS A4.1 based on her position relative to the other Owner Driver boats in each 
event. 

11.4 A boats GC32 Racing Tour score in the Owner Driver Trophy will be the total of her 
Owner Driver Points excluding her worst event score. The boat with the lowest Tour 
score wins, the others shall be ranked accordingly.  

11.5 Boats are required to have entered the Tour or compete in at least 1 event to be part of 
the Owner Driver Trophy ranking. 

11.6 A boat complying with NoR 11.5 that does not compete in an event shall score points 
equal to the number of boats entered for the Owner Driver Trophy and that compete in 
at least 1 event plus one.  

11.7 If there is a tie between two or more boats Owner Driver Points they shall be ranked in 
order of their Owner Driver Points scored in the last event. 

12. Radio Communications 
12.1 Any device used on board a boat whilst racing that wirelessly transmits or receives voice 

or data communications shall be registered with the OA along with a description of how 
the device maintains compliance with RRS 41. 

13. Advertising and Identification 
13.1 Boats shall be required to display advertising chosen and supplied by the OA as follows:  

(a) On both sides of the forward 25% of each hull; 
(b) On both sides of the mast; 
(c) On both sides of the hull aft of the front edge of the rear beam; 
(d) On the bowsprit; 

13.2 Boats are responsible for the care and maintenance of the OA supplied advertising. The 
cost of any replacements will be borne by the boat. 

13.3 Breaches of NoR 13.1 will be resolved in line with World Sailing Regulation 20.9.2. 
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13.4 Boats are required to display a representation of the country flag of the nationality 
represented by the boat filling the area on both sides of the mainsail between the second 
and third battens from the top. 

13.5 Boats are required to display a representation of the country flag of the nationality 
represented by the boat on both sides of the gennaker within a radius of 4000mm from 
the tack point and with minimum linear dimensions of 5000mm. 

13.6 Boats are required to display the GC32 Class logo on both sides of the mainsail centrally 
between the first and second battens from the top. The minimum width of the logo shall 
be 750mm. 

13.7 Sail numbers are optional. 
13.8 Boats may be required to display their hull number in double digit format on the outside 

of each bow at least 375mm high and on the aft face of the starboard hull 150mm high. 
13.9 Boats may be required to display up to 4 OA supplied flags each of dimensions 800mm 

x 2000mm from the forestay whilst the boat is moored. The order in which all forestay 
flags are flown will be decided by the OA. 

13.10 Refer to NoR Addendum A for a visual guide to the positions of advertising and branding. 
13.11 Competitors are requested to display a clearly visible GC32 Racing Tour logo on all their 

visible team clothing at all times when on site at an event on the right or left shoulder. 
13.12 While racing competitors are requested to display the GC32 Racing Tour logo on the 

front upper right-hand side and reverse lower centre of their outermost clothing. 
 

14. Media, Communication & Promotion 
14.1 The OA will provide comprehensive media and communications services, and will co-

ordinate activity with boats, sponsors, Host Venues and partners. Services will include 
but are not limited to: 
(a) Onsite media center for journalists and up to 2 representatives from each boat 
(b) TV production consisting of daily highlights, VNRs, post event highlights and where 

financially viable live broadcast  
(c) Stills photography 
(d) Social media platforms 
(e) Pre, during and post event reporting 
(f) Tour website that includes a dedicated page for each entry 

14.2 The OA will provide an archive image compilation (video and stills) available for editorial 
use. Competitors and their sponsors will have access to all media materials (video, 
images, news). Downloadable content is copyright free for editorial use only. All uses of 
media materials must be properly credited and shall not, without the prior written consent 
of the OA, be cut, modified, edited or extracted. Commercial use of any media content 
is prohibited without the prior written consent of the OA or media supplier as applicable 
(a fee may be charged for such use e.g. provision of material and rights fee). 

14.3 A boat may not enter into any exclusive media deals in any form of media including but 
not limited to print, broadcast and online, unless approved in writing by the OA. 

14.4 By participating in an event, competitors and support persons automatically grant to the 
OA, the right, in perpetuity, to make, use and show, at their discretion, any photography, 
audio and video recordings, and other reproductions of them made prior to, during and 
after an event, without compensation. 

14.5 By participating in an event, competitors automatically grant to the official GC32 Racing 
Tour Partners the right, in perpetuity, to make, use and show, at their discretion, any 
photography, audio and video recordings, and other reproductions of them made prior 
to, during and after an event, without compensation with the following restrictions: 
(a) All official Partner materials which feature competitors shall feature with equal 

prominence at least two competitors. 
(b) In no way suggest endorsement of any Brand or Partner product or service by a 

competitor.  
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14.6 Any images (video and stills) provided to the OA by a team shall be free from charge 
and with full reproduction rights (including a deemed non-exclusive copyright license) for 
editorial use.  

14.7 The dates of any communications regarding a boat’s participation in or details about the 
GC32 Racing Tour, shall be mutually agreed with the OA before publication. 

14.8 Boats shall provide website content e.g. Skipper and crew information, team name, logo, 
team URL and photos when requested by the OA. Failure to provide the content may 
result in a boat not being properly represented on the GC32 Racing Tour website. Team 
names may not be amended without written approval from the OA. 

14.9 Boats shall use the official GC32 Racing Tour logo in their own media and 
communication material conforming with brand guidelines supplied by the OA and 
provide reciprocal website links from their, and/or their sponsors websites to 
www.gc32racingtour.com.  

14.10 When required by the OA: 
(a) Boats shall carry media personnel and OA supplied media equipment while racing; 
(b) Competitors shall wear OA supplied equipment which may record and/or transmit 

audio, video, performance data, biometric data while racing; 
(c) Competitors shall be available for interviews; 
(d) Boats shall carry position tracking and data transmission equipment while racing; 
(e) Competitors shall attend press conferences and other media and promotional 

activities; 
(f) Competitors shall attend the prize giving at the end of the event. 

14.11 The position of OA supplied equipment will be determined by the OA and may be advised 
verbally. Competitors shall follow the operating instructions given by the OA and ensure 
that the equipment is switched on and functioning normally when required. 

14.12 Competitors and support persons shall not make any defamatory or derogatory 
statements or take part in any activities which are derogatory to or which may cause 
damage to the reputation, image or goodwill of the OA, and any other third party or 
partner of the OA. 

14.13 Boats shall designate an immediately contactable representative who has the authority 
to make decisions jointly with the OA regarding any crisis communications involving the 
boat. In the event that the OA is unable to contact the representative within 20 minutes 
of an incident the OA has the right to publish any information it deems appropriate.  

15. Guest Sailors and Hospitality 
15.1 When conditions permit, as decided by the Race Committee, all boats shall carry a Guest 

Sailor on-board in addition to its full crew while racing. Guest Sailors shall be aged over 
18 unless permitted in writing by the Race Committee and a parent/guardian, sit in the 
allocated Guest Sailor position (see NoR Addendum B) and shall not take part in the 
sailing the boat in any way. 

15.2 The OA will manage the allocation of all Guest Sailors during an event including a boat’s 
own invited guests who may be allocated to their own boat as well as others. Unless 
otherwise agreed by the OA, the OA will nominate the Guest Sailor for every boat for 
one in every two races including the first race each day. 

15.3 If a boat decides not to be part of the Guest Sailor program, they shall notify the OA 
when entering the Tour or individual event.  

15.4 In lieu of a Guest Sailor, a boat shall carry on-board either: 
(a) a substitute weight of at least 80kgs supplied by the OA which shall be placed on 

the trampoline in front of the forward beam on the starboard side. When the weight 
is required, it shall be secured to the trampoline using a system as agreed by the 
Race Committee. The weight shall be maintained and managed by the boat and 
shall be presented for measurement at registration; or 

(b) a substitute person of at least 80 kgs (including any corrector weight) who shall be 
registered with the OA and follow all the requirements of a Guest Sailor. Boats may 
only use one substitute person each day.  
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15.5 Substitute weights may be checked at any time by the Race Committee. 
15.6 Guest Sailors are required to attend an OA Guest Sailor Safety Briefing prior to going 

afloat, sign a disclaimer and remain within the area defined by the OA whilst on-board a 
boat. 

15.7 Unless otherwise decided by the OA there will be no Guest Sailors on the final race of 
an event. 

15.8 When a Guest Sailor boards a boat, crews shall ensure that they: 
(a) Have signed the disclaimer prepared by the OA; 
(b) Wear the OA supplied personal floatation device; 
(c) Wear the OA supplied helmet; 
(d) Receive a safety briefing on-board the boat. 

15.9 VIP Hospitality facilities will be available at each venue. Options for this will include 
Access Only; Food and Drinks Packages; and Reserved or Private areas. Further 
information can be obtained from the OA. 

16. Prizes 
16.1 Prizes may be awarded to the winner of each event. The overall winner of the GC32 

Racing Tour and Owner Driver Trophy will be awarded the respective trophies. 
16.2 Tour Partners have the right to present Teams trophies and/or prizes relating to matters 

outside of the immediate competition. 

17. Risk Statement 
17.1 Competitors participate in the Tour entirely at their own risk and they are reminded of the 

provisions of RRS 3, Decision to Race. Racing in a GC32 Racing Tour event is by its 
nature an unpredictable sport and therefore involves an element of risk. By taking part 
in the event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that: 
(a) They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport (and these 

events in particular) and accept responsibility for the expose of themselves, their 
crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking part in the event; 

(b) They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat, and their 
other property whether afloat or ashore; 

(c) They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by 
their own actions or omissions; 

(d) By participating in any race, they are satisfied that their boat is in good order, 
equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate; 

(e) The provision of a race management team, safety boats, umpires and other officials 
and volunteers by the organiser does not relieve them of their own responsibilities; 

(f) The provision of safety boat support is limited to such assistance, particularly in 
extreme weather conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances; 

(g) They have considered their own personal insurance position and are satisfied they 
have adequate cover for the event. 

(h) Moving containers, craning, launching and landing are very specialised activities. 
It is the responsibility of competitors to ensure that each of these operations is 
appropriately manned and supervised by a person suitably trained in the respective 
operations and using the appropriate personal protection equipment. 

17.2 The OA will produce a risk assessment and emergency plan for each event and it is 
strongly recommended that each boat does likewise. Any potential health and safety 
issue should be brought to the immediate attention of the Race Committee. 

18. Insurance 
18.1 Each and every participating boat shall arrange and maintain appropriate Marine Hull & 

Third Party Liability (Protection & Indemnity) insurance for each and every boat 
(including, but not limited to GC32 Catamarans, RIBs, Tenders and Guest Spectator 
boats) operated by or on behalf of the boat with a Third Party Liability (Protection & 
Indemnity) coverage limit of not less than € 3,000,000 (three million Euros) for any one 



	

GC32 Racing Tour 2022 | Tour Notice of Race            April 2022 
 

accident or occurrence, including liability of the team to any guests on board any of their 
boats valid as a minimum for the period on location prior to, during and after all events. 
Furthermore, it is the sole responsibility of each participating boat to decide upon, 
arrange and maintain appropriate levels of insurance for their crew and shore support 
staff, and to advise those crew and shore staff accordingly.  

18.2 A copy of all relevant insurance certificates for both GC32s and support boats shall be 
submitted to the OA no later than 0900 on the official practice day of the first event in 
which a boat competes.  

19. Shipping 
19.1 Boats are required to join the GC32 Racing Tour logistics plan between the first and last 

venues, which will be managed by the OA’s Logistics Partner. The cost of which shall be 
borne by boats. 

19.2 Boats are limited to a total of two closed 40-foot standard or high cube containers. 
19.3 The OA’s Logistic Partner will assist with the applications for ATA Carnets.  
19.4 The OA does not guarantee the shipping of any container. 
19.5 In countries where ATA Carnets are not valid, the OA will apply for a Bond fee (normally 

5% of the value declared), on behalf of a boat. Bond payments to be made directly by 
the boat. Bonds are normally returned in full within a few months. 

19.6 The OA shall not be responsible for the delay, damage or loss of a container in transit, 
and will act only as an intermediary between the shipping company and the boat. 

19.7 Details of the shipping package will be distributed to teams when available. 

20. Liability and Indemnity 
20.1 By entering the GC32 Racing Tour each Skipper accepts, for himself/herself and on 

behalf of all others involved with that boat, that the OA excludes all liability howsoever 
arising to the maximum extent permissible by law. Further, the Skipper agrees to 
indemnify the OA against any loss, action, claim, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
the OA as the direct result of a deliberate or negligent act or omission by the Skipper. 

20.2 Subject to the Force Majeure provisions contained below, the obligations of the OA are 
limited to compliance with the express contractual obligations of this NoR only. Except 
where expressly required by statute, the OA shall not be obliged to take action for any 
reason outside of the express terms of this NoR. 

20.3 Without limitation, the OA will not be liable for any actual or alleged indirect or 
consequential loss, howsoever arising, suffered by any person in relation to the Tour. 

20.4 The OA shall not be liable to any person whatsoever for any actual or construed loss, 
damage, costs, expenses or other claims for compensation arising as a direct or indirect 
result of any cause beyond the reasonable control of the OA including (without limitation) 
any Act of God, war, military operations, terrorist attack or threat, accident, breakdown 
of plant or machinery, riot, abnormally inclement weather, earthquake, tidal waves, fire, 
flood, hurricane, tornado, drought, explosion, lightning strike, lockout, trade dispute, 
commercial instability, labour disturbance, refusal or delay of any license or permit by 
any relevant authority or non-delivery or delay in the manufacture, production or supply 
by any third party of any information, goods or services. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

This introduction only provides an informal background and the International GC32 
International Class Rules proper begin on the next page. 

GC32 hulls, hull appendages, rigs and sails are manufacturing controlled. 

GC32 hulls, hull appendages, rigs and sails shall only be manufactured by from The 
Great Cup BV or licensed manufacturers. Equipment is required to comply with the 
International GC32 Building Specification. 

GC32 hulls, hull appendages, rigs and sails may, after having left the manufacturer, only 
be altered to the extent permitted in Section C of the class rules. 

Owners and crews should be aware that compliance with rules in Section C is NOT 
checked as part of the certification process. 

Rules regulating the use of equipment during a race are contained in Section C of these 
class rules, in ERS Part I and in the Racing Rules of Sailing. 

Note: Where the class permits IHC it should be mentioned here which items may be 
produced under IHC. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER: 

 
THESE RULES ARE CLOSED CLASS RULES WHERE IF IT DOES NOT 

SPECIFICALLY SAY THAT YOU MAY – THEN YOU SHALL NOT. 
 

COMPONENTS, AND THEIR USE, ARE DEFINED BY THEIR DESCRIPTION. 
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PART I – ADMINISTRATION 

Section A – General 
A.1 LANGUAGE 
A.1.1 The official language of the class is English and in case of dispute over trans-

lation the English text shall prevail. 
A.1.2 The word “shall” is mandatory and the word “may” is permissive. 
A.1.3 Except where used in headings, when a term is printed in “bold” the definition 

in the ERS applies and when a term is printed in “italics” the definition in the 
RRS applies. 

A.2 ABBREVIATIONS 
A.2.1 WS World Sailing 
 MNA WS Member National Authority 
 ICA GC32 International Class Association 
 ERS Equipment Rules of Sailing 
 RRS Racing Rules of Sailing 
 TGC The Great Cup BV 

A.3 AUTHORITIES 
A.3.1 The international authority of the class is the WS which shall co-operate with 

the ICA in all matters concerning these class rules. 
A.3.2 Notwithstanding anything contained herein, the certification authority 

(technical committee elected by the ICA) has the authority to withdraw a 
certificate and shall do so on the request of the WS. 

A.3.3 The ICA or MNA or an official measurer are under no legal obligation with 
respect to these class rules. No legal responsibility with respect to these class 
rules, or accuracy of measurement, rests with the ICA, their employees, agents 
and representatives. No claim arising from these class rules can be entertained. 

A.4 ADMINISTRATION OF THE CLASS 
A.4.1 WS has delegated its administrative functions of the class to ICA.  

A.5 CLASS RULES CHANGES 
A.5.1 At Class Events – see RRS 89.1.d) – At all other events RRS 87 applies. 

A.6 CLASS RULES AMENDMENTS 
A.6.1 Amendments to these class rules are subject to the approval of the WS in 

accordance with the WS Regulations. 

A.7 CLASS RULES INTERPRETATION 
A.7.1 Interpretation of class rules shall be made in accordance with the WS 

Regulations. An owner may seek an interpretation by submitting a request in 
writing to the ICA. 
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A.8 PERMITTED CHANGES & ADDITIONS 
A.8.1 Permitted changes to a GC32 may be made as specified in Appendix X, as 

approved by the ICA. Appendix X shall be updated when changes have been 
made and posted separately on the noticeboard, and forms part of these class 
rules.  

 
A.9       INTERNATIONAL CLASS FEE AND WS BUILDING PLAQUE 
A.9.1     The licensed hull builder shall pay the International Class Fee to the WS. 
A.9.2     WS shall, after having received the International Class Fee for the hull, send   

the WS Building Plaque and a measurement form to the licensed hull builder. 
Boats first certificated before 1st January 2018 are exempted from requiring a 
plaque. 

 

A.10 SAIL NUMBERS 
A.10.1 Sail numbers shall be issued by the ICA.  
A.10.2 RRS Appendix G shall apply. 

A.11 HULL CERTIFICATION 
A.11.1 One Design Certificate shall record the following information: 

(a) Class 
(b) Sail number 
(c) Owner 
(d) Hull identification 
(e) Builder/Manufacturers details 
(f)   Boat weight before corrector weights 
(g)  Corrector weights 
(h) Date of issue of initial One Design Certificate 
(i) Date of issue of One Design Certificate 

A.12 VALIDITY OF ONE DESIGN CERTIFICATE 
A.12.1 A One Design Certificate becomes invalid upon: 

(a) the change to any items recorded on the hull manufacturer declaration,  
(b) withdrawal by the certification authority, 
(c) the issue of a new One Design Certificate, 
 

A.13 INVALIDATION AND WITHDRAWAL 
A.13.1 In case of violation of these Rules and/or non-compliance with the directions of 

the ICA, the ICA may withdraw or invalidate a boat’s One Design Certificate. 
The re-validation can be only done after reestablishing conformity with the 
Rules. The fee for such revalidated certificate shall be €500 and will increase 
progressively with each next re-validation of the same certificate (€500 >> 
€1000 >> €2000 etc.). 
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Section B – Boat Eligibility 
For a boat to be eligible for racing, it shall comply with the rules in this section. 

B.1 CLASS RULES AND CERTIFICATION 
B.1.1 The boat shall: 

(a) be in compliance with the class rules. 
(b) have a valid One Design Certificate which will be posted online by the ICA 

on the Class Website. 
(c) have a builder identification plug on the transom of each hull. 

B.2 EVENT INSPECTION 
B.2.1 A role of Equipment Inspector at an event is to verify that equipment has been 

produced by a Licensed Manufacturer and has not been subsequently altered 
(other than as is permitted within these rules) using whatever inspection methods 
they deem appropriate, including comparison with a reference sample of the type 
of equipment presented for inspection. Should this comparison reveal deviation 
greater than the Equipment Inspector considers being within manufacturing 
tolerances, the matter shall be reported to the Technical Committee. Such 
occurrences shall be reported to ICA. 

B.3 EQUIPMENT  INSPECTION 
B.3.1 In the event of a dispute alleging non-compliance with these Class Rules, where 

specific dimensions are not stated, the following procedure shall be followed: A 
sample of the dimensions for the disputed item shall be obtained by taking the 
identical measurement from 3 boats or items of equipment, which are not the 
subject of the dispute; the dimension(s) of the disputed boat or items of its 
equipment taken using the same method as above shall be compared to the 
sample. If any of the dimensions obtained from the disputed boat or item of 
equipment lie outside the corresponding range of dimensions found in the 
sample, the matter together with the details of the measurement methods shall 
be referred to the international Class Authority. 

B.4 ONE DESIGN CERTIFICATE 
B.4.1 Each GC32 owner shall have a valid online One Design Certificate for his/her 

boat(s). Only active class members are entitled to a One Design Certificate. An 
annual Class Membership Fee shall be payable for each boat to the Class 
Authority, which includes certification and measurement but excludes the 
expenses incurred to complete the measurement process. This will issue an 
online One Design Certificate for the respective calendar year. The Class 
Membership Fee is defined by the ICA. Change of ownership will invalidate a 
boat's One Design Certificate and the new owner may apply for a new 
certificate. 
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PART II – REQUIREMENTS AND 
LIMITATIONS 
The crew and the boat shall comply with the rules in Part II when racing. In case of 
conflict Section C shall prevail. 
The rules in Part II are closed class rules. Certification control and equipment inspection 
shall be carried out in accordance with the ERS except where varied in this Part. 

Section C – Conditions for Racing 
C.1 GENERAL 
C.1.1 RULES  

(a) The RRS shall apply. Any deletions or changes to RRS shall be stated in the 
GC32 Racing Tour Rules, the NOR and SI.   

(b) The ERS Part I – Use of Equipment shall apply.  
 

C.2 CREW 
C.2.1 LIMITATIONS 

(a) The crew shall consist maximum of 5 persons. If minimum 2 crews (or 
more) are female, the total crew can be maximum 6 persons. 

(b) No crew member shall be substituted during an event unless prior written 
approval from the race committee. 

(c) The number of crew during an event shall not be changed. 
(d) Crew shall be weighed only during registration time. 
(e) If there is a change from the original crew, Race Committee has to make 

sure that total weight is not exceeded. 
(f)  The team owner has to be a fully registered member of the GC32 

International Class Association.  
 

C.2.2 WEIGHTS 
  

 maximum 
The total weight of the crew dressed in underwear 437,5 kg 

  

C.3 PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 
C.3.1 MANDATORY 

(a) The boat shall be equipped with a personal floatation device for each crew 
member to the minimum standard ISO 12402-5 (CE 50 Newtons), or USCG 
Type III, or AUS PFD 1.  
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(b) Every crew shall wear helmets to a minimum standard of CE 1077B or 
ATSM 2040, or CE 1078, and with high visibility design and color visible 
from all sides and personal flotation devices while racing. 

(c) Each crew shall carry a personal knife at all times easily accessible whilst 
on board. 

C.4 ADVERTISING 
C.4.1 LIMITATIONS  
 Advertising shall only be displayed in accordance with the WS Advertising 

Code. (See WS Regulation 20), unless a change is permitted by agreement with 
WS, in such case the permission and the changes shall be contained in the NOR 
of each event or event series. 

C.5 PORTABLE EQUIPMENT 
C.5.1 MANDATORY 

(a) FOR USE 
(1)  Minimum 2 fully functioning, waterproof, marine VHF radios with 
access to the channels specified by the Race Officer shall be worn by two 
different crew at any time while racing. 
(2)  First aid kit in waterproof container or bag. This first aid kit may be 
carried on the support boat/team rib.  
(3)  Two safety knives shall be fastened on top of the trampoline and two 
safety knives shall be fastened underneath the trampoline, all in the 
vicinity of the primary winches.   
(4)  Two righting lines installed at each forward beam/hull intersection. 
Righting lines shall be made from Dyneema of minimum length 10 meters 
and minimum diameter 8mm . One end shall be spliced and cow hitched to 
the forward beam, located near the hull. The free end shall have an 
opening splice with a minimum 500mm tail bury. The free end shall be 
fastened at the forward beam intersection with the opposite hull, and the 
length fastened with cable ties to the underside of the trampoline.  
(5) Two closed blade line cutters shall be fastened on top of the 
trampoline. 
(6) One spare personal air supply of at least 80 liters secured in a location, 
which is accessible when the boat is capsized.  

C.5.2 OPTIONAL 
 (a) FOR USE 

(1) Electronic instruments, any wind indicators, GPS and Compass. Any 
external support, while racing, aiming to improve sailing performance 
is forbidden with the exception of GPS data reception. 

(2) Tell tales may be added to any part of the jib, gennaker, mainsail or 
rig. 

(3)  Sheet catcher may be added to the jib.  
(3) Mooring lines 
(4) Water Bottle Holders 
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(5) Trampoline covers along each of the hulls (2 total) with a maximum 
size of 700 mm x 4000 mm optional with winch handle pockets and 
fastened only to the trampoline. 

(6) Winch handle pockets (Attachment method according to C.6.1 (c)) 
(7) Further removable storage for equipment, food, water etc. may be 

added.  
 

C.6 BOAT 
C.6.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) Maintenance, replacement, modification and repairs - including but 
not limited to painting and sanding- require the prior written approval 
of the ICA and shall restore and maintain class rule compliance. 
Retrospective approval may only be given if repair or replacement is 
due to accidental loss or damage whilst racing and carried out from 
the first scheduled race until the end of racing on the final day of a 
regatta. Such damage, loss, repair or replacement shall be reported 
without any delay to: 
i.  the Race Committee and Class Measurer (in order to check class 

rule compliance and corrector weight aspects of the repaired 
or replaced equipment).  

ii.  the ICA  
(b) Individual components shall be weighed in equipped conditions as 

specified in these class rules. If a component is damaged and repaired 
or replaced in accordance with C.6.1, the recorded weight of the boat 
may be adjusted by an amount equal to the change in weight of the 
repaired component without the necessity to re-weight the whole boat 
prior to the next regatta.  

(c) The use of shock-chord, lines, pulley, blocks, cleats, rings, velcro, and  
flexible adhesive tape is free, but can not change the purpose of any 
equipment or can not modify the sheeting angle when loaded. The 
method of attaching these fittings to the hull, spars and beams is 
restricted and shall not modify the effective operation nor the intended 
purpose or action of any equipment. It is permitted to attached by 
screwing cleats for sheets to the hull.  It is not permitted to drill any 
holes in the hull, spars and beams unless specifically permitted in 
these rules, their appendices and/or interpretation or approved 
specifically by the ICA.   

(e)  Replacements of fasteners with alternatives of the same specifications 
from any supplier are permitted. 

(f)  Original supplied blocks, cleats, clutches and shackles may be 
replaced, with other brand standard products which are available on 
the market but with same function and same safe working loads or 
above (see Appendix D). 

(g)   Original supplied winches shall not be replaced, except with the same 
model (see Appendix D). 

(h)     Original supplied Karver Furler KF2 can be replaced with the KZ  
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Race Furler T2 or with other brand standard products which are 
available on the market but with same function and same safe 
working loads or above. To use the KZ Race Furler T2, the furler 
must be modified and a custom bottom furler pin with bushes must 
built. It is not permitted to modify the gennaker cable terminal. 

(i)   It is allowed to fix instruments on the mast rotator socket and to drill 
a maximum of four holes of a maximum diameter of 5mm.  

(j) Electric, electronic or other sensor installations shall be submitted to 
the ICA for approval. 

  
C.6.2     Measurement 

(a) Measurements shall be taken in units of the metric system. 
(b) Length measurements shall be rounded to the nearest mm.  
(c) Weights shall be rounded to the nearest 0.1 kg, unless otherwise stated. 
(d) The weight of the complete boat shall be rounded to the nearest kg. 

 
C.6.3 WEIGHT 

  
 minimum maximum 
The weight of the boat in dry condition 975 kg              -   
   
   

(a) The weight of the boat shall be the total sum of the weights of the 
components weighed separately including:  
(1) Starboard and port hull with winches and permanently fixed fittings 

incl. thimble for shroud attachment and belt for rudder rake system. 
(2) Aft beam with traveller system and trampoline lashing lines, excl. 

mainsheet system and beam bolts. 
(3) Forward beam with trampolines (forward and aft), optional 

trampoline covers and foot straps, but excl. beam bolts and kingpost. 
(4) Central spine with attached fittings and blocks, excl. aft pin. 
(5) Bowsprit with spine cable, lateral bridle stays (4), compression post, 

furler drum with furler line, forestay loops, tackline and jib cascade. 
(6) Rudders with rudder heads (2).  
(7) Daggerboards with pins and sheaves (2).    
(8) Mast incl. all standing and running rigging, spreaders and fittings 

such as the gooseneck pin, incl. the board up stays and blocks but 
without the board up line and Antal cars.  

(9) Boom incl. outhaul system excl. goose neck pin, mainsheet system.  
(b) Permanently fixed electronic equipment shall be weighed before 

installation by an ICA approved and certified measurer. The weight of 
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this electronic equipment shall be specified in the One Design Certificate 
and deducted from the total weight of the boat.  

 
C.6.4 CORRECTOR WEIGHTS 

(a) When the boat weight is less than the minimum requirement, Corrector 
weights of lead shall be equally divided, between port and starboard hull 
and permanently fastened on the inboard side on top of the horizontal ring 
frame equidistant to the forward and aft beams.  

 
 (b)  The method of fastening the corrector weights is optional, provided that 

are readily adaptable and removable. The weight of materials used to fasten 
the corrector weights shall not be included in the corrector weights 
calculation.   

(c) Corrector weights shall not be tampered with or removed, during the 
course of the regatta, without the express permission of the ICA. 

 

C.7 HULL 
C.7.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) No modifications are permitted unless otherwise specified by the class rules 
or other applicable amendments to the class rules. 

(b) All maintenance shall be carried out in a way that the hulls are retained in 
the original condition profiles without any kind of fairing.  

(c). If an owner considers that any repair may be necessary, they shall inform the 
ICA immediately and seek authorisation.  

(d)  Waxing, polishing and application of small quantities of friction-reducing 
compounds (for example, McLube) on the hulls are permitted provided the 
intention and affect is to polish only (RRS 53 applies). 

 
C.7.2 FITTINGS 

(a) USE 
(1)     All fitting shall be in compliance with the builders specification. 
(2) The inspection hatch covers shall be kept in place at all times. 

 
C.7.3 GRAPHIC 

(a)  Hulls may be stickered for promotional purposes in accordance with the WS 
Advertising Code and the NOR of each event or event series. 

 
C.7.4     BOW DATUM POINT 

The bow datum point is the point were the prolongation of the deck extended as 
necessary, meet the prolongation of the bow, extended as necessary.  
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C.8 BEAMS 
C.8.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) No modifications are permitted unless otherwise specified by the class rules 
and/or Appendix X. 

(b) All maintenance shall be carried out in a way that the beams are retained in 
the original profiles without any kind of fairing. Repainting of the beams is 
permitted.  

(c) If an owner  considers that any repair may be necessary, they shall inform the 
ICA immediately and seek authorisation..  

 
C.8.2      FITTINGS 

(a) USE 
 (1) All fittings shall be in compliance with the building specs.  
 

C.8.3     GRAPHIC 
(a) The beams may be stickered and signed for promotional purposes in 

accordance with the WS Advertising Code and the NOR of each event or 
event series. 

 

C.9       HULL APPENDAGES 
C.9.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) No modifications are permitted unless otherwise specified by the class rules 
and/or Appendix X. 

(b) All maintenance shall be carried out in a way that hull appendages are 
retained in the original profiles (see Section E and Appendix B & C) without 
any kind of fairing. Recoating or painting of the hull appendages is 
permitted.  The Builder No Plaque shall always remain visible and readable.  

(c)  If an owner  considers that any repair may be necessary, they shall inform 
the ICA immediately and seek authorisation.  

(d)  Waxing, polishing and application of small quantities of friction-reducing 
compounds (for example, McLube) on the hull appendages are permitted 
provided the intention and affect is to polish only (RRS 53 applies). 

 
C.9.2 LIMITATIONS 

(a) Only one set of daggerboards and one set of rudders blade shall be used 
during an event except when a hull appendage has been lost or damaged 
beyond repair.  

(b)  A maximum of four holes are permitted on the top of each daggerboard:  
- Two holes for the board up line, maximum diameter 10 mm 
- Two holes for the stopper fitted with two carbon tube’s with an inside    

diameter of 10 mm / outside diameter of 14 mm. These holes shall be 
placed between 185 mm and 200 mm from the daggerboard leading edge 
and 50 mm from the top. 
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(c)  It is permitted to add a removable cover of any material on top of the 
daggerboard to prevent sheets from catching on the daggerboard sheave 
box. The cover shall not be more the 10 mm wider or longer than the 
daggerboard and not more than 10 mm higher than the sheave box on top 
of the daggerboard. The cover must be easily removable and cannot be 
laminated or screwed to the daggerboard.  

 
C.9.3 DAGGERBOARD 

(a) USE 
 (1) No part of the upper edge of a daggerboard shall be lower than the 

upper edges of the upper daggerboard bearing plate. 
 (2)   It is allowed to replace the back plate of the bottom bearing cylinder 

with a self sourced / selfmade back plate from optional material. The 
dimensions have to be the same as in the Builder Specification. This 
rule applies only for the back plate not the cylinder. 

 
C.9.4 RUDDER 

(a) USE 
 (1) All components of the steering system shall remain installed and fully 

functional at all times whilst racing.  
 (2) The rake angle of the two rudders shall be the same from side to side 

at all times and not asymmetric. 
 (3)   A “rudder rake guiding wheel” (provided by TGC) that prevents the 

rudder rake belt to jump on it’s wheel, can be added. 
 

C.10 RIG 
C.10.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) No modifications are permitted unless otherwise specified by the class rules 
and/or Appendix X. 

(b) All maintenance shall be carried out in a way that the rig is retained in the 
original specifications.  

(c)  If an owner considers that any repair may be necessary, they shall inform the 
ICA immediately and seek authorisation.  

 
C.10.2 FITTINGS 

(a) USE 
 (1) All fittings shall remain in place as required by the class rules at all 

times whilst racing.  
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C.10.3 LIMITATIONS 
(a) Only one set of spars and standing rigging shall be used during an event, 

except when an item has been lost or damaged, and the technical committee 
or race committee has approved the substitution.  

(b) The mast rake shall remain unaltered whilst racing. It is forbidden to adjust 
the forestay or the shrouds whilst racing.  

(c) The lower forestay loop from the builder can be replaced by a forestay 
lashing according to the builder, Southern Spars’ specification (see 
document on ICA ONB from 19.07.2016). The forestay may not be adjusted 
whilst racing.  

 
C.10.4 MAST 

(a) DIMENSIONS 
 All dimensions shall be in compliance with the builders specification. 

  
 minimum maximum 
Limit mark width 25 mm  - 
Lower point height (Shortest distance between 
the upper side of the white band to the top of the 
beam)  
Upper track limit (Shortest distance from the 
lower point to the effective upper limit of the 
track / bottom of track end stop) 

- 
 
 

- 

520 mm 
 
 

16015 mm 
 

   
 

(b) USE 
(1) The top and lower mast spar sections shall be fully inserted and 

fastened as originally supplied. 
 
C.10.5 BOOM 

(a) DIMENSIONS  
   All dimensions shall be in compliance with the builders specification. 

 
(b) USE 

(1) At all times whilst racing the boom shall remain attached to the mast 
spar. 
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C.10.6 BOWSPRIT, FORETRIANGLE AND CENTRAL SPINE 
(a) DIMENSIONS  
   All dimensions shall be in compliance with the builders’ specification. 

 
 minimum maximum 
Bowsprit length (shortest distance from the front 
face of the forward beam to the most forward 
point of the bowsprit plug) 
Foretriangle (Shortest distance from the front 
face of the forward beam to the intersection of 
the prolongation of the forestay with the top of 
the bowsprit) 
 

- 
 
 

 - 

6725 mm 
 
 

3450 mm 

   
 

(b) USE 
(1) The bowsprit shall be rigged in a fore and aft position and attached to 

the centre of the main beam at the aft end. 2 bridle stays attached at 
the forward end and 2 bridle stays attached at the head stay pin shall 
be connected to the lateral stay pad eye rigged along the fore and aft 
centreline. The aft spine section will be rigged between the cross 
beams in its original position. The spine cable will attach to the aft 
pin. 

(2)   The kingpost can be unscrewed to a max. distance of 35 mm. This 
distance is measured from the bottom edge of the beam to the top edge 
of the head of the kingpost. 

 

 
C.10.7  STANDING RIGGING 

(a) DIMENSIONS  
   All dimensions shall be in compliance with the builders specification. 
 
(b) USE 
 (1) Rigging links and rigging screws shall not be adjusted while racing. 
 

C.10.8 RUNNING RIGGING 
(a) USE 

(1) Halyards, sheets and control lines shall be rigged in their original and 
readily operational position.  

(b) MANDATORY 
(1) Mainsail halyard with lock strops for full hoist and reef 
(2) Mainsail sheet 
(3) Headsail halyard with lock strop 
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(4) Headsail sheet with cascade system 
(5) Headsail cunnigham line 
(6) Gennaker halyard for sheave or lock system 
(7) Gennaker sheet  
(8) Gennaker tack line 
(9) Mainsail cunnigham line 
(10) Mainsail outhaul 
(11)   Traveller lines (inside and external to beam) 
(12)   Daggerboard Up Down lines 
(13)   Daggerboard Rake lines 
(14)  Mast rotation line 
(15)   Gennaker furling line 
(16)   Righting lines 

 
(c) LIMITATIONS 

1) Mainsail halyard purchase ratio shall not exceed 1:1 
(2) Mainsail sheet purchase ratio shall not exceed 6:1 
(3) Headsail halyard purchase ratio shall not exceed 1:1 
(4) Headsail sheet with cascade system purchase ration shall not exceed 

8:1 
(5) Headsail cunnigham purchase ratio shall not exceed  8:1  
(6) Gennaker halyard purchase ratio shall not exceed 2:1 
(7) Gennaker sheet purchase ratio shall not exceed 1:1 
(8) Gennaker tack line purchase ratio shall not exceed 2:1 
(9) Mainsail cunnigham cascade purchase ratio shall not exceed 32:1 in 

total (inside and outside of the mast) 
(10) Mainsail outhaul purchase ratio inside the boom shall not exceed 4:1 

and outside the boom 2:1. 
(11)   Traveller lines external of beam purchase ratio shall not exceed 2:1 
(12)  Traveller lines internal of beam purchase ratio shall not exceed 5:1  
(13)   Daggerboard Up System purchase ratio shall not exceed 4:1 
(14)  Daggerboard Down System purchase ratio shall not exceed 4:1 
(15)   Daggerboard Rake lines purchase ratio shall not exceed 1:1 
 

C.11 SAILS 
C.11.1 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) Sails shall not be altered in any way except as permitted by these class rules. 
(b) The sails cannot be modified from their original shape without prior written 

permission by the chief measurer.  
(c) Sails may be stickered and colored for promotional purposes. The class logo 

and the sail numbers have to remain always visible and readable.   
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(d) Battens cannot be changed from their original size and shape. It is not 
permitted to shorten or add length, reduce or add material, etc. 

 
C.11.2 LIMITATIONS 

(a) Not more than 1 mainsails, 1 jibs, 1 gennaker  shall be carried aboard. 
(b) Not more than 1 mainsails, 2 jibs, 1 gennaker shall be used during an event, 

except when a sail has been lost or damaged beyond repair. 
(c) Not more than 1 mainsail, 1 light headsail, 1 heavy headsail and 2 gennakers 

shall be registered with the ICA per calendar year per racing series. 
(d) Previously registered sails may be used. 

 
C.11.3 MAINSAIL 

(a) IDENTIFICATION 
 The national letters and sail numbers shall comply with the RRS except 

where prescribed otherwise in these class rules as per Appendix G1. 
 (b) USE 

(1) The mainsail shall be hoisted on a halyard which shall remain 
attached to the head of the sail at all times whilst hoisted, and the lock 
shall be engaged when set. 

(2) The mainsail shall be hoisted by the use of the Antal cars system, one 
car for each batten and 5 intermediates. Old sails with bolt rope shall 
be updated according to the builder specifications. 

C.11.4 JIB 
(a) USE 

(1) The jib shall be hoisted on the jib halyard which shall remain attached 
to the head of the sail at all times whilst hoisted, and the lock shall be 
engaged when set.  

(2)  The luff shall be attached by hanks to the forestay. 
 

C.11.5 GENNAKER 
 (b) USE  

(1) The gennaker shall be hoisted on the gennaker halyard which shall 
remain attached to the head of the sail at all times whilst hoisted. 

 
 

Section D – Hull 
D.1 PARTS 
D.1.1 MANDATORY 
 (a) Starboard and port hull 
 (b) Forward and aft beam 
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 (c) Central spine 
 (d) Trampoline 
 
D.1.2 OPTIONAL 
 (a)  A snubber winch on each hull according to details in Appendix X. 

D.2 GENERAL 
D.2.1 RULES 

(a) The hull shall comply with the class rules in force at the time of initial 
certification. 

 
D.2.2 CERTIFICATION 
 See Rule A.10 (hull certification). 
D.2.5 IDENTIFICATION 

(a) The hull shall carry the licensed builder serial number displayed on the 
transom and inside each hull. 

 

D.3 ASSEMBLED PLATFORM 
D.3.1 FITTINGS 

(a) MANDATORY 
 Fittings shall be positioned in accordance with the builder specifications and 

not modified unless stated within the rules or their amendments. 
 

Section E – Hull Appendages 
E.1 PARTS 
E.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a) Daggerboards  
(b) Rudders 

E.2        GENERAL 
E.2.1 RULES 

(a) Hull appendages shall comply with the class rules in force at the time of 
certification. 

E.2.2 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 
(a) See Rule C.8.1 
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E.3       DAGGERBOARD 
E.3.1 RULES 

(a) The daggerboards shall comply with the class rules in force at the time of 
certification. 

(b) The daggerboards cannot be changed nor modified in any way and have 
to comply with the original shape and position within in the 
daggerboards. 

 
E.3.2 DIMENSIONS 

(a) All dimensions shall be in compliance with the builders specification as 
mentioned in Appendix B. A tolerance of plus/minus 1 mm is allowed 
around the profile defined in Appendix B.  A plus 1 mm, minus 5mm 
tolerance is allowed on the chord length. The trailing edge of the board 
cannot be less than 1.5 mm thick. 
 

E.4 RUDDER BLADE AND TILLER 
E.4.1 RULES 

(a) The rudder blades and foils shall comply with the class rules in force at the 
time of certification. 

(b) The foils of the rudders can not be changed nor modified in any way and 
have to comply with the original shape and position within in the rudder. 

 
E.4.1 DIMENSIONS 

(a)  All dimensions shall be in compliance with the builders specifications as 
mentioned in the Appendix C. A tolerance of plus/minus 1 mm is allowed 
around the profile defined in Appendix C. A plus 1 mm, minus 5 mm 
tolerance is allowed on the chord length. The trailing edge of the rudder 
and the t-foil cannot be less then 0.6 mm thick.  

 

Section F – Rig 
F.1 PARTS 
F.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a) Mast 
(b) Boom 
(c)   Bowsprit 
(c) Standing rigging 
(d) Running rigging 
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F.2 GENERAL 
F.2.1 RULES 

(a) The spars and bowsprit and their fittings shall comply with the class rules 
in force at the time of certification of the spars and bowsprit. 

(b) The standing and running rigging shall comply with the class rules. 
  
F.2.2 MODIFICATIONS, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

(a) See rule C.9.1. 
 
F.2.3      FITTINGS 

(a) All fittings as specified shall be installed as stated in the construction 
specification and the owners manual / handbook. 

F.3 MAST 
F.3.1 MANUFACTURER 
 The spars shall be manufactured by Southern Spars SA. 
 
F.3.2      MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 
 (a) The spars shall be manufactured in accordance with the builder 

specification. 
 (b) The mast shall be fitted with a track “Antal HS22” track and his specific 

cars. Masts with groove system shall be updated to the Antal HS22 system 
following the technical instructions given by the builder.  

 

F.4 BOOM 
F.4.1 MANUFACTURER 
 The boom shall be manufactured by Southern Spars SA. 
 
F.4.2 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 
 The boom shall be manufactured in accordance with the builder specification. 
 

F.5        BOWSPRIT 
F.5.1 MANUFACTURER 
 The bowsprit shall be manufactured by Southern Spars SA. 
 
F.5.2 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 
 The bowsprit shall be manufactured in accordance with the builder specification.  
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F.6 STANDING RIGGING 
F.6.1 MANUFACTURER 
 The standing rigging shall be manufactured by Smart Rigging BV and Southern 

Spars. 
 
F.6.2 MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 

All standing rigging shall be manufactured in accordance with the builders 
specification.  
 

 F.6.3 CONSTRUCTION 
(a) MANDATORY 

(1) 2 aramid side stays,  
(2) 1 PBO forestay 
(3) 2 forestay lateral stays 
(4) 2 diamond PBO stays 
(5) 2 pole end lateral stays 
(6) 1 under spine stay.  

 
F.6.3 FITTINGS 

(a) All fittings as specified shall be installed as stated in the construction 
specification and the owners manual / handbook. 
 

         (b) Only builder (Southern Spars) supplied loops are permitted to be used. For 
the lower end of the forestay, the loop from the builder can be replaced with a 
forestay lashing made to Southern Spars’s specification (see document on ICA 
ONB from 19.07.2016). The forestay may not be adjusted whilst racing.  

  

F.7 RUNNING RIGGING 
F.7.1 MATERIALS 

(a) Replacement of sheets, halyards and other control lines shall be free. These 
replacements do not require prior approval from the ICA. See suggested 
materials and lengths in Appendix F. 

 
F.7.2 CONSTRUCTION 

(a) MANDATORY 
(1) Mainsail halyard 
(2) Mainsail sheet 
(3) Headsail halyard 
(5) Headsail sheets 
(6) Headsail cunnigham line 
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(6) Gennaker halyard 
(7) Gennaker sheet  
(8) Gennaker tack line 
(9) Mainsail cunnigham line 
(10) Mainsail outhaul 
(11)   Traveller lines 
(12)   Daggerboard Up Down lines 
(13)   Daggerboard Rake lines 
(14)   Righting line 
 

(b) OPTIONAL 
(1) Shock-chord, lines or extensions as long as they are not to change the 

purpose of any equipment or can not modify the sheeting angle when 
loaded. 

 

Section G – Sails 
G.1 PARTS 
G.1.1 MANDATORY 

(a) Mainsail 
(b) Headsail light 
(c)   Headsail heavy 
(d) Gennaker 

G.2 GENERAL 
G.2.1 RULES 

Class legal sails are produced only by the licensed manufacturer North Sails and 
are strict one design. Class legal battens are produced only by the licensed 
manufacturer C-Tech and supplied by North Sails. No alterations or repairs are 
permitted with out express permission from the ICA.  
 

G.2.2 IDENTIFICATION 
(a) The class insignia are produced only by the licensed manufacturer North 

Sails. The dimensions and requirements shall be as detailed in the diagram 
contained in Appendix H and the class insignia shall be placed in accordance 
with the diagram contained in Appendix H1. 

(b) A country flag of the nationality represented by the boat on the mainsail 
between the second and third batten shall conform with the diagram in 
Appendix H1. 

(c) A country flag of the nationality represented by the boat on the gennaker 
within a radius of 4000mm from the tack point and with minimum linear 
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dimensions of 5000mm in accordance with the diagram contained in 
Appendix H2. 

(d) All sail identification shall be applied on both sides of the sail. 
G.2.3 MATERIAL AND CONSTRUCTION 

(a) All sails and battens shall be constructed in accordance with the builders 
specification. 

(b) Battens cannot be changed from their original size and shape. It is not 
allowed to shorten or add length, reduce or add material, etc. 

(c) Mainsails shall be equipped with cars, one for each batten and 5 
intermediate. 

(d)  All sails shall be fitted with at least one window. Position and material as 
defined by the building specifications of the licensed manufacturer. 

  
G.2.4      COATINGS TO SAILS 
               See rule C.10.1 (c) 
 



24       GC32 Class Rules 2020  

PART III – APPENDICES 
These rules in Part III are closed class rules. Measurement shall be carried out in 
accordance with ERS except where varied in this Part.  
 
Appendix A  – Deck layout 
Appendix B  – Daggerboard 
Appendix C  – Rudder 
Appendix D  – Hardware 
Appendix F  – Running Rigging 
Appendix H  – Sails 
Appendix X  – Permitted changes and additions – posted separately  
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APPENDIX A – Deck layout 
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Appendix B GC32 Class Rules 2018 V1.7 - 08.02.2018

Appendix B - Daggerboard 
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Appendix C GC32 Class Rules 2018 V1.7 - 08.02.2018
Appendix C- Rudder 
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APPENDIX D – Hardware  
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APPENDIX F – Running Rigging 
Suggested material and dimensions 
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APPENDIX H - Sails 
H1 Mainsail identification  
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APPENDIX H - Sails 
H2 Gennaker identification 
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